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UNCOVERED 
Dear Huskers: 

All you seem to consider important 
on your covers are running backs and 
quarterbacks. Other members of the 
team need the exposure, too. I do be- 
lieve you showed Steve Taylor three 
times on the covers last year. 

Please give others a break, such as 
Academic All-Americans and linemen 
like Jake Young and Doug Glaser, Kent 
Wells and Chris Caliendo. Thank you 


LETTERS 


for keeping the mailing labels off the 
priceless covers. 

HM. Sievers 

Ralston, Neb. 


H.W.: Your suggestions are much ap- 
preciated, and it might be helpful to ex- 
plain how the Huskers Illustrated covers 
are picked, First, no judgment is passed 
here on whether or not a player is im- 
portant, What is important is, our read- 
ers deserve top-notch photography that 
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they can’t get anywhere else. That 
means the covers are chosen for being 
colorful, clearly in focus, action- 
oriented and exciting. And running 
backs and quarterbacks often provide 
that kind of photography. Unfortunate- 
ly, linemen and inside linebackers spend 
a lot of their time in the middle of the 
field, often struggling in a sea of bod- 
ies. They are simply harder to shoot. 
Rest assured, linemen are not ignored: 
Neil Smith, Broderick Thomas, John 
McCormick and Danny Noonan have 
been on covers in recent years. Thanks 
for your comment. 


SMART FOOTBALL 
Dear Huskers: 

I would like to tip my hat to Coach 
Tom Osborne for the marvelous way he 
runs his football program, with an em- 
phasis on character, academics and 
ethics. Coach Osborne's attention to pri- 
orities hit home to me dramatically 
when I recently took my 10-year-old son 
to a Little League tournament during the 
summer. 

There were probably several hundred 
boys involved in this athletic event over 
the course of a weekend, and it dawned 
on me that, on average, probably not a 
single one of them would go on to some- 
day play professional sports. In fact, I 
reasoned that probably not a single 
youngster from this community, on 
average and within a narrowly defined 
age group, will go on to play pro sports. 
Now that doesn’t mean that some of 
them won't get a scholarship offer from 
a major college. Several will, I'm sure. 
But for them to pin their hopes un- 
realistically to pro sports and all the big 
money it provides is dangerously naive. 

Even at the major college level, kids 
need to be focusing on their education 
and take that pro football stuff if it 
comes but not worry about it and let the 
rest of their lives suffer for it. 

Tom Osborne is right on track with 
his thinking, and I frankly will support 
him for that even if he never wins 
another game, much less a_ national 
championship. Tom Osborne coaches 
what I call “smart football.” 

Dennis McGwire 
Springfield, Mo. 


HEAVY QUESTION 
Dear Huskers: 
Please settle an argument. I say that 


Mike Murray won the Lifter of the Year 
award a couple of years ago, before he 
won it for 1989. A friend of mine says 
that this is the first time Murray has won 
it. I know that ever since the 1987 sea- 
son Murray has been known for really 
getting after the weights, and I am cer- 
tain he’s won the Lifter Award more than 
once. Do you know for sure? 

Jim Perry 

San Jose, Calif. 


Jim: You’re close. Murray, a senior 
noseguard, was one of the finalists last 
year when offensive guard Andy Keel- 
er won the title. However, this is in fact 
the first time Murray has won the award. 
The only Husker to ever win the award 
twice was center Rik Bonness (1974-75). 


HAIL TO 1986 
Dear Huskers: 

I am here to praise the boys of 1986. 
I have watched the players from that 
team over the past few years, and I 
would like let the world know that 1986 
was a lot better team than people give 
them credit for being. For example, the 
86 team had three first-round draft 
picks: Danny Noonan, Broderick Tho- 
mas and Neil Smith. Even though Smith 
didn’t start, he played a lot. Sticking 
with defense, the *86 team had these 
starters or very good backups: Brian 
Davis, Brian Washington, Mare Mun- 
ford, Charles Fryar, LeRoy Etienne and 
Lawrence Pete. All of those guys either 
got drafted or have made it with a pro 
team as a free agent. 

This doesn’t even take into account 
the offensive guys who were drafted: 
Todd Millikan, Keith Jones, Dana Brin- 
son and Steve Taylor. That makes a to- 
tal of 13 players who have been drafted 
or made an impact as a free agent. Ah, 
the boys of 1986: they just get better 
with age. 

Andy Wolfe 
Orlando, Fla. 


BABIES NEED SPANKING 
Dear Huskers: 

I sure did enjoy reading the letter of 
Loren Wagner from Culbertson, Neb. 
(Aug. 1989, Letters). The only thing he 
didn’t do was lay it on hard enough 
about the cry babies. 

You can bet if the Huskers went 13-0, 
there will be a lot of them crying be- 
cause they didn’t win by a bigger score. 


One other thing comes to mind after 
reading another good letter from Jim 
Hepler of Hampton, Iowa, who said: If 
the Cornhuskers, Missouri and Colora- 
do go to a bowl, I suppose Oklahoma 
and Oklahoma State are going to get a 
split of the pot. I don’t think they have 
a right to do that. If they are banned 
from TV they should be banned from 


ey) MERCEDES BENZ 


adllac 


Keeping our customers first has made us 
the first place volume dealership in Nebraska. 


First Class Selection, Service, Price. . . 
Park Place. . .Your First Place. 


5020 “O” Street (Northside) Lincoln, Nebraska 
1-800-952-CARS °¢ 1-464-0611 Lincoln Toll Line 


any pots. Let their share go to the team 
that goes to the bowl. 

Leo Kauffman 

Hastings 


We want to hear your comments and 
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“Letters,’’ PO. Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 
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No End In Sight 


WHEN WILL NU’S REMARKABLE 27-SEASON 
WIN STREAK END? OR, WILL IT EVER END2 


By Mike Babcock 


here were plenty of things to do in Lin- 
coln that Saturday. 


Some people did their grocery shop- 
ping for the week. O.P. Skaggs offered its own 
brand of coffee for 39 cents a pound, 36 cents 
a pound cheaper than national brands, its ads 
said, 

A |-pound package of O.P. Skaggs marger- 
ine sold for 10 cents. 

Some people spent the day shopping down- 
town, at Hested’s or J.C. Penney’s 60th an- 
niversary sale or Gold’s department store, 
where Florsheim Imperials — wing-tips — 
were on sale for $34.95. A newspaper ad sug- 
gested that men “stride smartly into fall,’ 
wearing the popular dress shoes. 

A fashionable wool suit to go with the shoes 
could be had for $85. 

The advantage of shopping at Gold’s was, 
you could “‘use your handy credit plate’ and 
receive Green Stamps. 

Some people, looking to relax after a 
difficult work week, went to the movies. Lin- 
coln’s theaters didn’t offer an Academy Award- 
winning selection this particular Saturday. The 
Varsity was showing “The Interns.” At the 
State it was “Don’t Knock the Twist,” with 
Chubby Checker. And the Nebraska theater 
advertised a double feature: ““The Far Coun- 
try” and ‘‘Sasketchewan.” 

In addition, Lincoln’s three drive-ins had yet 
to close for the season. 

A few people probably even drove to Oma- 
ha to see “Windjammer” at the state’s only 
Cinerama theater. 

Lincoln football fans, some 27,000 of them, 
attended the much-awaited debut of a new 
Nebraska head coach in Memorial Stadium. 
Bob Devaney directed his first Cornhusker 
team to a 53-0 victory over South Dakota. 

Those 27,000 saw the dawning of a new era 
in Nebraska football. 

Appropriately, a brilliant sun broke over 
Memorial Stadium in the late afternoon — 
Sept. 22, 1962. 

Cornhusker football, and the state, have 
never been the same since. 

Memorial Stadium’s seating capacity in 
1962 was less than half of what it is now. But 
there were plenty of tickets available for that 
South Dakota game, and not just because the 
visitors were obviously overmatched. 

In 1962, the operative description for Corn- 


husker football fans was “long-suffering.” Their 
team hadn't produced a winning season since 
1954, when it went 6-5, including a 34-7 loss 
to Duke in the Orange Bowl, Nebraska’s 
second-ever bowl appearance. 

Bill Glassford, who coached that 1954 team 
was gone, leaving in controversy after a 5-5 
record in 1955. 

And those who followed him, Pete Elliott, in 
1956, and Bill Jennings, in 1957, never managed 
a winning season. 

In Jennings’ five seasons as head coach, 
Nebraska compiled a 15-34-1 record and estab- 
lished a Jekyll-Hyde reputation, illustrated by 
the final game of 1961, a 21-14 loss to Oklahoma. 

A newspaper account of the game in Memori- 
al Stadium began: “Just how they (the Corn- 
huskers) did it (lost) you had to see to believe. 

“Somehow, some way, they summarized their 
1961 season. In fact their past five years under 
Coach Bill Jennings flashed before the eyes of 
25,000 head-shaking fans as the Huskers squan- 
dered a 14-0 halftime lead in losing...” 

The writer continued: ‘These Huskers were 
great. They were lousy. They were daring gam- 
blers. They were over-cautious. They were at 
a season’s best. They were helplessly inept.” 

Jennings’ teams were “noted for being con- 
sistently inconsistent with fabulous upsets and 
miserable defeats.” 

In 1958, Jennings had coached the Corn- 
huskers to a 14-6 upset of 14th-ranked Pittburgh 
in Lincoln. In 1959, his Cornhuskers had 
snapped Oklahoma’s Big Eight-record 74-game 
conference unbeaten streak. And in 1960, 
Nebraska opened with a 14-13 upset of fourth- 
ranked Texas in Austin. 

But for every upset, there were two disap- 
pointing losses. 

Jennings’ first Cornhusker team finished with 
a 1-9 record, the worst in school history, to set 
the tone. 

In his defense, Jennings was an excellent 
recruiter. But when he walked off the field af- 
ter that loss to Oklahoma in 1961, the handwrit- 
ing was on the wall. Afterward, one newspaper 
account noted: ‘*With his contract due to ex- 
pire on Jan. 15, Bill may have skippered his last 
Nebraska game.” 

And so Jennings had. 

William H. “Tippy’’ Dye, who would suc- 
ceed Bill Orwig as Nebraska’s athletic director, 
had been brought to Lincoln from Wichita State 
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to interview for the job that weekend. 

The winds of change were blowing. 

To no one’s surprise, Dye was hired. 
And he moved quickly, bringing 
Devaney from Wyoming to change the 
course of Cornhusker football, dramat- 
ically. 

Devaney’s 
documented. 

The Cornhuskers went 9-2, including 
a 36-34 victory over Miami in the 
Gotham Bowl] his first season. Since 
Devaney arrived, Nebraska fans have 
never had to suffer through a losing 
season. 

The closest the Cornhuskers came to 
finishing with a losing record under 
Devaney was 6-4, which happened 
twice, back-to-back, in 1967 and 1968. 

In Devaney’s I] seasons at Nebraska, 
the Cornhuskers were 10]-20-2, an .829 
winning percentage. 

Tom Osborne replaced Devaney as 
head coach in 1973, and Nebraska's foot- 
ball success continued. The Corn- 
huskers now have posted 27 consecutive 
winning seasons, a modern NCAA 
record, with no apparent end in sight. 


success is well- 


Nebraska vs. South Dakota 


Substitution rules were different in 
1962, and players went both ways, 
offense and defense. Here are 
Nebraska’s starters and alternates 
for the victory over South Dakota. 


Pos. Name Ht. 


LE Larry Donovan 6-0 
Larry Tomlinson 6-0 
LT Tyrone Robertson 5-11 
Monte Kiffin 6-2 
LG Dwain Carlson 6-2 
John Kirby 6-3 
C_ Ron Michka 6-0 
Jim Baffico 6-1 
Bob Brown 6-5 
Gary Toogood 6-3 
Lloyd Voss 6-4 
Richard Fischer 6-1 
Jim Huge 6-1 
Dick Callahan 5-11 
Dennis Claridge 6-3 
John Faiman 6-2 
Dave Theisen 6-2 
Willie Ross 
Dennis Stuewe 
Kent McCloughan 
Warren Powers 
Gene Young 


Wt. Cl. 
197 
204 
229 
236 
210 


6-2 217 


= | 


Since Devaney's arrival in 1962, every major college football team in 


. 


America has had at least one losing year, except Nebraska. 


Little has been made of Nebraska’s 
remarkable streak. 

Alabama and Penn State shared the 
modern record until two seasons ago. 

The Crimson Tide’s string of winning 
seasons (26) began with the arrival of 
the legendary Paul “Bear”? Bryant in 
1958 and ended under Ray Perkins in 
1984, when Alabama finished 5-6. 

Bryant arrived in Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
from Texas A&M to find a situation 
similar to the one Devaney inherited at 
Nebraska. Alabama had been 4-24-2 in 
three seasons under J.B. Whitworth. 

But Bryant's first Crimson Tide team 
finished 5-4-1, not nearly the success the 
1962 Cornhuskers enjoyed. 

Penn State holds the modern record 
for consecutive non-losing seasons (49), 
a streak that ended last fall when Joe 
Paterno’s Nittany Lions were 5-6. 

Included in the streak were back-to- 
back 5-5 seasons, in 1965 and 1966. 

The 1965 season was Paterno’s first 
at Penn State and ended a string of 26 
winning seasons under coaches Bob 
Higgins and Rip Engle. 

After the second 5-5 season, Paterno 
put together 20 consecutive winning 
records before last fall. 

To further put Nebraska’s record 
string of winning seasons in perspective. 
the best Notre Dame has done during 
the modern era was I7 consecutive win- 
ning seasons under coaches Ara Par- 
seghian and Dan Devine, from 1964 to 
1980. 

That Fighting Irish streak ended in 
1981, Gerry Faust’s first season as head 
coach, when they were 5-6. 

Notre Dame produced 42 consecutive 
winning seasons from 1892 to 1933, a 
streak that included the storied Knute 


Rockne years (105-12-5). 


Oklahoma is working on a string of 
23 winning seasons, which began in 
1966, after a Gomer Jones-coached team 
finished with a 3-7 record. 

Previously, the best the Sooners could 
do was 17 consecutive winning seasons, 
from 1943 through 1959, a stretch that 
included head coaches Dewey Luster, 


Jim Tatum and, of course, Bud 
Wilkinson. 
The streak ended in 1960, when 


Wilkinson’s Sooners were 3-6-1. 

(One of those six losses was to 
Nebraska, 17-14 in Norman.) 

Southern Cal’s best string of winning 
seasons has been 21, from 1962 to 1983, 
which spans the John McKay and John 
Robinson eras. The streak ended in Ted 
Tollner’s first season as head coach. 

Ohio State also put together 21 con- 
secutive winning seasons, under Woo- 
dy Hayes and Earle Bruce. 

The Buckeyes’ streak ended last fall, 
when John Cooper's first Ohio State 
team struggled to 4-6-1. 

The best Michigan and LSU have 
been able to do is 16 consecutive win- 
ning seasons. The Tigers’ streak went 
from 1957 to 1973, and the Wolverines’ 
extended from 1968 to 1983. 

Nebraska fans weren't looking for 
miracles from Devaney in 1962. No way 
could they have imagined what would 
follow his arrival in Lincoln. 

“Just the announcement that Nebras- 
ka would use a multiple offense stirred 
fans in the Husker state who grew tired 
of the ‘3 yards and a cloud of dust’ 
offense of recent years,’ wrote one 
reporter, prone to editorializing. 

Devaney used just two offensive sets, 
based on the T formation, both with an 
unbalanced line — a full-house back- 
field and a double wing. 
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Obviously, the 27,000 fans who 
watched the 1962 opener against South 
Dakota weren't disappointed. 

The Cornhuskers’ 53 points were the 
most since 1945, when they also defeat- 
ed South Dakota 53-0. 

In the account of the game, the same 
reporter noted that the fans “drew a sigh 
of relief as the new Nebraska football 
coach disdained a power running game 
until the 4th quarter, using instead a 
passing attack molded nicely around a 
running game.” 

Devaney used 49 players, including 
20 offensive backs, against the out- 
manned Coyotes. Eight Cornhuskers 
scored touchdowns, as Nebraska rolled 
up 455 yards of offense. The leading ball 
carriers were Willie Paschall and Kent 
McCloughan, who gained 92 yards be- 
tween them on a combined nine carries. 

The Cornhuskers didn’t exactly fill the 
air with forward passes, completing 11 
of 17 with none intercepted. But Nebras- 
ka’s first touchdown of the Devaney era 


came on a 20-yard pass from quarter- 
back John Faiman to end Larry Tom- 
linson, alternate-unit players. 

The Cornhusker defense was equally 
impressive, yielding only six first 
downs, including none in the first half, 
and 103 total yards. 

For the better part of three hours, 
Nebraska fans were entertained by 
Devaney’s first team that Saturday after- 
noon in late September of 1962. 

But they could hardly imagine the sig- 
nificance of the victory. 

Those who have become Cornhusker 
fans since then have never suffered 
through a losing season. And they’ve 
rarely experienced a season in which 
their team didn’t play in a bowl. 

The back-to-back 6-4 teams were the 
only ones not extended a bowl invita- 
tion since Devaney’s arrival. And even 
the 1968 team had hopes of extending 
its season during the holidays. 

Prior to the final game against Okla- 
homa in Norman, 6-3 Nebraska was be- 


ing considered by both the Liberty Bowl 
and the Sun Bowl. “I think we would 
have a chance to go to a bow! if we win,” 
Devaney was quoted. 

That chance disappeared in the hu- 
miliation of a 47-0 loss. 

Interestingly enough, the account of 
the game appeared in the same 
newspaper that carried the high school 
all-state football team for 1968. A mem- 
ber of that team was a running back 
from Omaha Tech who would enroll at 
Nebraska the next fall. 

That running back was Johnny Rodg- 
ers, whose arrival coincided with the 
beginning of another remarkable Corn- 
husker accomplishment — 20 consecu- 
tive bowl appearances. 

Neither streak appears to be in 
jeopardy of ending. Since Osborne 
replaced Devaney, Nebraska fans have 
never had to settle for anything less than 
nine victories in a season. 

When will it end? 

You wonder if it ever will. 


ound Game Man 


KPSP « Nebraska Cornhuskers 


Ask the investment experts at KPSP about the security of tax-free municipal 


bonds issued here in Nebraska. 


Kirkpatrick, Pettis, , 
Smith, Polian Inc. * 


Investment Bankers 
A Mutual of Omaha Company 


10250 Regency Circle, Suite 200 
Omaha, NE 68114 


Member SIPC Toll Free: 1-800-776-KPSP (5777) 
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Staying Tuned 


ALTHOUGH THE NATIONAL TV PICTURE COULD BE BRIGHTER, 
IT’S STILL POSSIBLE TO CATCH THE HUSKER SIGNAL. 


Ithough Nebraska won't be 
on national television as 
much as in the past, because 


of probations at Oklahoma and Oklaho- 
ma State plus a low-profile non- 
conference slate, the Huskers can still 
be found on the air waves with a just a 
little searching. 

Nebraska Educational Television will 
again broadcast Cornhusker Football, 
the popular one-hour program that airs 
on public stations around the state on 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. The show is hosted 
by Don Gill, and will feature former 
Nebraska assistant coach John Melton 
plus a different assistant coach each 
week as well as one or two players. 

Also, Athletic Director Bob Devaney 
says that Nebraska will have three 
games shown on statewide cable, pay- 
per-view this year. Oklahoma and Ok- 
lahoma State will be delayed with a 
broadcast time of 10:30 p.m. the day of 
the game because NCAA sanctions 
against the Sooners and Cowboys for- 
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bid live television. The Missouri game 
will also be available on pay-per-view, 
but in this case live. However, that game 
could possibly be picked up by nation- 
al networks and would consequently 
drop out of the pay-per-view package 
and be replaced with another game. 
Tentatively, that game would be lowa 
State. 

Sports Video Productions of Omaha 
has the contract. 

“We're entering into this agreement 
for several reasons,” Devaney said. 
“First, it is an experimental situation to 
learn if there is capability and interest 
in statewide, pay-per-view cablecasting. 
Second, we are faced with a downturn 
in revenue this year because of the 
NCAA television sanctions against Ok- 
lahoma and Oklahoma State. Third, we 
feel it can be a service to our fans to 
have an opportunity to see two or three 
of our top games that cannot otherwise 
be televised.” 

Starting time for the pay-per-view 


games will not be changed. 

The pay-per-view games can be pur- 
chased by contacting individual cable 
companies in Nebraska. Prices are 
$59.95 for the series or $29.95 for in- 
dividual games. 

As for the Tom Osborne Playbook 
Show, it will again be hosted by Dan 
Livingston and aired Sunday nights at 
10:30 p.m. on the following stations in 
Nebraska: KMTV-TV Omaha-Lincoln, 
KHAS-TV Hastings and KNOP-TV 
North Platte. It will be shown at II p.m. 
on Sundays on KMEG-TV in Sioux 
City. KDUH-TV in Scottsbluff will run 
the show at 7 p.m. on Mondays. 

Out-of-state cable systems that will 
carry the Osborne show are: Sunshine 
Cable in Florida; Prime Sports in Den- 
ver; Telecable in Overland Park, Kan.; 
Dimension Cable in Phoenix; Tulsa 
(Okla.) Cable; Cox Cable in Oklahoma 
City; United Cable in Englewood, Colo. 
and HSE in Houston. 


Video tape copies of each Playbook 


show can be purchased from Sports 
Video Productions for $22.95 per game. 
Shows can be purchased individually or 
for the entire season. Interested parties 
should call 402-592-9496 for more in- 
formation. 

Sports Video Productions will also 
sell tapes of the “live” games that it car- 
ries : OU, OSU, Missouri as well as the 
Utah game. Those are $29.95 per copy. 

Concerning radio, the Nebraska Foot- 
ball Network is in its seventh year of 
operation in 1989 and is feeding 44 sta- 
tions in Nebraska and nine in other 
states. 

Kent Pavelka will be back for his 16th 
season as part of the football broadcasts, 
his sixth as the play-by-play ‘Voice of 
the Huskers.” Pavelka, sports director 
and operations manager at network flag- 
ship station KFAB in Omaha, has also 
called Husker basketball for KFAB for 
15 years. 

Color man will be Gary Sadlemyer of 
KFAB. Another KFAB veteran, Jack 
Payne, will continue to help out in the 
broadcast booth, while Larry Moeh- 
lebrink of Lincoln's KFOR will provide 


sideline reports. Sadlemyer will also 
team with NU assistant athletic direc- 
tor and sports information director Don 
Bryant on the postgame locker room 
show. 

Stations on the 1989 Nebraska Foot- 
ball Network are: 


IN NEBRASKA 
Ainsworth, KBRB 1400 
Alliance, KCOW 1400 
Broken Bow, KCNI 1280 
Central City, KZEN 100.3 
Chadron, KCSR 610 
Columbus, KWMG 93.5 
Cozad, KAMI 104.5/1580 
Fairbury, KGMT 1310 
Gordon, KSDZ 95.5 
Grand Island, KRGI 1430 
Hastings, KHAS 1230 
Holdrege, KUVR 1380 
Kearney, KGFW 1340 
Kimball, KIMB 1260 
Lexington, KRVN 880 
Lincoln, KFOR 1240 
McCook, KZMC 105.3 
Norfolk. KNEN 94.7 
North Platte, KELN 97.1 


Ogallala, KGOA 930 
Omaha, KFAB 1110 
O'Neill, KBRX 1350 
Ord, KNLV 1060 
Scottsbluff, KOAQ 1690 
Sidney, KSID 1340 
Superior, KRFS 1600 
Valentine, KVSH 940 
Wayne, KTCH 1590 
West Point, KWPN 840 
York, KAWL 1370 
OUT OF STATE 
Albuquerque, N.M., KKIM 1000 
Corsicana, Texas, KAND 107.9 
Coolidge, Ariz., KCKY 1150 
Longmont, Colo., KLMO 1060 
Modesto, Calif.. KTRB 860 
Oklahoma City, KTLV 1220 
Pomona, Calif., KMNY 1600 
Rapid City, S.D., KTOQ 1340 
Salina, Calif., KDON 1460 
Sioux City, lowa, KMNS 620 
Tomball, Texas, KSEV 700 
Wichita, Kan., KNSS 1240 
Winner, S.D., KWYR 1260 
Yankton, S.D.. KYNT 1450 
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LUCK. 


Don't depend on it 
when it comes to protecting 
your pets and livestock. 


For the most reliable animal care, see your 
veterinarian. By training and experience, 
he is best qualified to protect your animals 
against sickness and disease, 


Helping in this important work is 
Norden Laboratories. From our Lin- 
coln headquarters, we have been 
supplying the nation’s veterinarians - 
with quality biologicals and phar- 
maceuticals for more than 60 years. 
Many of our products are veterinar- 
ians’ number one choice for con- 
trolling common animal diseases. 
Norden’s rabies vaccines and ca- 
nine heartworm tablets, for exam- 
ple, are used by more veterinari- 
ans than any competitive products 
manufactured for the same di- 
seases. 


Other Norden products are for use 
in food-producing animals. ‘Scour- 
Guard 3’ and ‘Life-Guard’ are used 
extensively in cattle country for 
controlling neonatal scours, a chief 
cause of calf mortality. In the swine 
belt, ‘PR-Vac’ is recognized as the 
most effective vaccine for immuniz- 
ing pigs against pseudorabies, a 
costly disease of the central ner- 
vous and respiratory system. 


These and other fine Norden prod- 
ucts are available through your 
veterinarian. Contact him for the 
game plan best suited to ensur- 
ing your animals’ health and pro 
ductivity. 


Q 


NORDEN 


LABORATORIES 


Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 U.S.A. 


HUSKERS REVIEWED 
Nebraska vs. Utah 


Back To School 


IT WASN'T REALLY CLOSE, BUT UTAH PROVIDED SOME 
VALUABLE LESSONS FOR THE YOUNG HUSKERS. 


By Rod Henkel 


INCOLN, Neb. — Tests in the se- 
L cond week of a school term do not 
always mean much, but Nebraska’s 
42-30 victory against Utah Saturday 
provided answers to a few key questions. 

No multiple choice responses here. 
Just true or false. 

—The Huskers’ dime defense needs 
additional practice. 

—I-back Ken Clark does not 
represent the only NU offensive threat. 

—Nebraska is developing depth in its 
offensive line. 

—Sophomore quarterback Mike 
Grant will more than likely redshirt, and 
not play, in 1989. 

—And Utah, like Northern Illinois, 
presented a few major challenges for the 
Cornhuskers. 

Any student answering true to all five 
questions would receive an A-plus. 

Let’s review the test. 

Utah All-America quarterback candi- 
date Scott Mitchell gave the special 
Nebraska dime defense more than 
enough opportunities to pass its initial 
exam. 

Mitchell completed 26 of 44 pass at- 
tempts for 297 yards and four touch- 
downs against the Black Shirts, who had 
to concentrate their efforts in an oppo- 
site direction from NU’s opener against 
run-oriented Northern Illinois. 

“Going from a Wishbone to all pass, 
we had some trouble during the week, 
but we ironed things out,” said Nebras- 
ka defensive tackle Kent Wells, who 
made three tackles for losses of 21 yards 
against the Utes. 

“Like they say, the great ones adjust 
and we adjusted.” 

But the Black Shirts needed a little 
time to make adjustments. 


Mitchell directed Utah on a 59-yard Clark and the Husker offense were unstoppable. 
scoring drive on the Utes’ initial pos- 
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session. 

The 6-6 junior left-hander hit tight 
end Dennis Smith on a 5-yard touch- 
down pass to give Utah a 7-0 lead with 
9:24 remaining in the opening quarter. 

Smith hauled in a 43-yard scoring 
bomb from Mitchell with 1:43 on the 
first-period clock to break a 7-7 tie. A 
failed conversion attempt kept the Utes’ 
lead at 13-7. 

However, during the 36-minute peri- 
od between the time Utah gained its six- 
point margin and when Nebraska scored 
its sixth touchdown to build a 42-16 
cushion early in the fourth quarter, 
Mitchell threw for only 101 yards. 

In addition, Nebraska defenders Mike 
Croel, Mike Petko, and Tyrone Byrd 
each intercepted a Mitchell pass during 
the span. 

“From the second quarter through the 
middle of the fourth quarter we played 
pretty well,’ said Nebraska coach Tom 
Osborne. “I think it’s kind of hard for 
your defense to maintain intensity when 
you're ahead 42-16.” 

Utah made the final score respecta- 
ble by tallying a pair of touchdowns in 
the final 3:38. Mitchell hit Darrell Hicks 
ona l-yard TD three plays after the Utes 
intercepted a Keithen McCant pass. 
Mitchell and Bryan Rowley connected 
on a 20-yard scoring strike as time ex- 
pired and Utah converted a two-point 
pass. 

The dime defense, designed to insert 
speedy coverage personnel and pass 
rushers into the NU lineup, is young. 
Saturday marked the first real game ex- 
perience for many dime players, includ- 


SCORING SUMMARY 


Wells made 3 tackles 
behind the line. 


ing sophomore Curtis Cotton and 
redshirt freshman Tyrone Byrd. 

Strong safety Reggie Cooper led the 
Black Shirts with 10 total tackles, while 
cornerbacks Bruce Pickens and Tahaun 
Lewis made six and five stops, respec- 
tively. 

“We were in dime 75 to 80 percent 
of the time today,” said Husker defen- 
sive coordinator Charlie McBride. 
“Even on run downs we were trying to 
use run-type stunts to protect against 
some traps.” 

McBride attributed much of Mitch- 
ell’s early success to NU’s untested dime 


Nebraska 42, Utah 30 


0 14 —30 
ZAG ee 4a 42 


Utah — D. Smith 5 pass from Mitchell (Lammie kick). 
Neb — Gdowski 8 run (Drennan kick). 

Utah — D. Smith 43 pass from Mitchell (kick failed). 
Neb — Gdowski 8 run (Drennan kick), 

Neb — Croel 6 interception return (Drennan kick). 


Utah — FG, Lammie 45. 


Neb — Clark 2 run (Drennan kick). 

Neb — Carpenter 49 run (Drennan kick). 

Neb — Gdowski 4 run (Barrios kick). 

Utah — Hicks 4 pass from Mitchell (pass failed). 

Utah — Rowley 20 pass from Mitchell (Abrams pass from Mitchell). 


Attendance: 76,333 
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defense, which was not used against 
Northern Illinois. 

“Early in the game, we made tech- 
nique mistakes,’ he said. ‘:We didn’t 
make coverage mistakes, we made tech- 
nique mistakes on our coverage.” 

Croel can attest to the technique 
errors. 

A junior outside linebacker from Sud- 
bury, Mass., Croel drew the assignment 
of covering Smith, an All-Western Ath- 
letic Conference selection in 1988. 

On Smith’s long touchdown recep- 
tion, Croel turned his head when the 
receiver did and the Utah senior blew 


| past him into the clear. 


“Twas down and upset,” Croel said, 
“but I knew I’d get back up sooner or 
later.” 

Croel waited to regain his confidence 


2 only until the Utes’ next possession, 


when on third-and-27 from the Utah 
3-yard line, Mitchell launched another 
pass in the direction of Smith. 

Croel cut in front of the pass, inter- 
cepted the football, and returned it 6 
yards for a touchdown, giving NU a 
21-13 lead with 11:51 left in the half. 

The defense ‘‘needed that play to get 
everybody going,’ Croel said. ‘We 
made a lot of pick-me-up plays. That 
was just one of them.” 

Petko, who earned his first Nebraska 
start Saturday, and Byrd made their in- 
terceptions on consecutive Utah drives 
in the second half. 

Byrd’s aerial theft gave the Huskers 
the football at the Ute 18 and NU quar- 
terback Gerry Gdowski scored from 4 
yards out three plays later to hand the 
Cornhuskers their largest cushion. 

Gdowski and Nebraska starting full- 
back Bryan Carpenter provided the key 
evidence to true-false question No. 2. 

Clark led the Huskers again on 
offense with 130 yards on 22 carries. 
Saturday’s performance was the fifth 
consecutive regular-season game in 
which the senior from Omaha Bryan 
broke the 100-yard barrier and the 
eighth time in his career. 

With a total of 2,139 yards, Clark now 
ranks Ith on NU’s career rushing chart, 
just 14 shy of No. 10 Tony Davis. 

Carpenter cracked the 100-yard mark 
Saturday for the first time in his NU 
career while Gdowski fell just short. 

Gdowski rushed 15 times for a career- 


MID-CONTINENT BOTTLERS 


4801 Superior St. 
Lincoln, NE 
402-464-3163 


709 N. 108 St. 
Omaha, NE 
402-498-0440 


high 98 yards and three touchdowns. 

He tied the game at 7-7 with an 8-yard 
run at the 4:00 mark of the first stanza 
and later gave Nebraska the lead for 
good on another 8-yard jaunt with 12:51 
left in the second quarter. 

Gdowski’s third score, a 4-yard keep 
around right end, came with 10:48 left 
to play as NU secured its 26-point 
bulge. 

“They keyed on Kenny quite a bit and 
the blocking was there down on the goal 
line’ Gdowski said. “It’s not that hard 
when everything goes well. 

“Kenny draws a lot of attention back 
there. I think they wanted me to beat 
them and not Kenny.” 

Carpenter also benefitted from the 
Utes’ concentration on Clark. The 
senior fullback from Olathe, Kan., car- 
ried only five times — all on read-option 
plays — but he totaled 102 yards, includ- 
ing a 29-yard touchdown five seconds 
into the final period. 

When the defensive linemen do not 
tackle Carpenter on Nebraska’s triple 
option play, the fullback usually receives 
the handoff from the quarterback. 

Saturday, whenever Carpenter got the 
football, he saw daylight in front of him 
and he ran straight toward it. 

“T don’t have too many moves,” Car- 
penter said. ‘‘I just try to get upfield.” 

Carpenter, Gdowski, and Clark 
credited their offensive line with provid- 
ing the gaps through which Nebraska 
rushed for 432 yards. 

Those contributing players, though, 
shuffled in and out of the lineup nearly 
as often as Mitchell dropped back to 
pass. 

“We played a lot of guys. . .especial- 


2201 Riverside 
Norfolk, NE 
402-371-9347 


ly offensive linemen,” Gdowski said. “It 
was hot. We had to.” 

Sophomore Erik Wiegert drew his 
first starting assignment after subbing 
effectively for injured Doug Glaser in 
the opener. 

Bill Bobbora, a senior guard from 
Amarillo, Texas, also received the start- 
ing nod for the first time. 

After John Roschal’s injured ankle did 
not respond last week, Bobbora learned 
Thursday during practice of his role 
change. 

“It felt good to know I was getting the 
call,” Bobbora said. 

When All-America center Jake Young 


inal —— 


Carpenter's shortest run was 11 yard 


suffered from heat exhaustion Saturday, 
it meant three starters from the 1989 
opener were not in the lineup. 

Starters Tom Punt and Jim Wanek, 
along with substitutes Terry Eyman, 
Brian Boerboom, Will Shields, Chris 
O’Gara, David Edeal, Roger Fitzke, 
Roschal, and Steve Engstrom earned 
playing time. 

“People don’t say we have depth on 
the line, but we’re solid?’ Bobbora said. 
“We're solid enough that it shouldn't 
matter who’s getting the call.” 

Nebraska’s offense carried the respon- 
sibility during the first quarter of the 

continued on page 2] 


Ss. 


Huskers Illustrated 19 


Photo by John Bills 


Photo by John Bills 


Our team of professionals has been 
sharing the winning tradition of Nebraska for 
94 years. You can count on our support to 
continue that tradition of successful 


financial planning. 


Security Mutual Life Salutes the 


Gdowski Runs And Reads 


Ithough he did not rack up the num- 
bers of his counterpart from Utah, 
Nebraska QB Gerry Gdowski kept his 
record perfect as a Husker starter. 
Gdowski, a senior from Fremont, 
Neb., took the snap on 57 of Nebras- 
ka’s 65 offensive plays in a 42-30 victo- 
ry against the Utes. 


After Utah grabbed an early 7-0 lead, 
Gdowski scored the first of his three 
touchdowns to tie the game at 7-7. 

The visitors from Salt Lake City again 
took the lead before Gdowski’s second 
8-yard scoring run gave the Huskers a 
lead they never relinquished. 

The 190-pound three-year letterman 


The Fremont 
senior remains 
unbeaten as a 

starter. 


helped set up his second TD by scram- 
bling for 9 yards on a third-down play, 
then connected on a 17-yard pass to split 
end Morgan Gregory two plays later. 

In his second start as a Cornhusker, 
Gdowski engineered touchdown drives 
on each of Nebraska’s first three second- 
half possessions as the hosts built a 
42-16 cushion. 

The final NU score came on a 4-yard 
run by Gdowski. Four of the Huskers’ 
seven touchdowns followed marches of 
69 yards or more. 

Gdowski finished with a career-high 
98 yards on 15 carries, including a 
19-yard bootleg keeper on a third-down 
play during the Huskers’ opening scor- 
ing drive of the second half. 

He threw the football only six times, 
completing three for 27 yards. 

Another of Gdowski’s contributions 
can be found by looking at fullback 
Bryan Carpenter’s statistics. 

Carpenter rushed five times for 102 
yards, with all of his carries coming on 
read-option plays. 

Each time Carpenter received the 
handoff, he found open running room 
as a result of a good read by Gdowski. 

Utah’s All-America quarterback can- 
didate, Scott Mitchell, compiled impres- 
sive statistics, completing 26 of 44 
passes for 297 yards and four TDs. 

Gdowski, however, wouldn’t want 
Mitchell’s job of throwing the football 
so often. 

“T think my arm would fall off if I 
threw it that many times,” he said. 
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continued from page 19 
Utah game until the Black Shirts adjust- 
ed their dime. 

Even when the Utes led, the offensive 
players remained confident. 

“Nobody panicked,’ Bobbora said. 
*“We knew we could do the job.” 

Gdowski also knew he had to perform 
as long as the game’s outcome remained 
in doubt. 

With second-string quarterback 
Mickey Joseph serving a one-game sus- 
pension for a DWI ticket, and Osborne 


Huskers Reviewed 


SS 


had Utah not been such a formidable 
foe. 

Carrying a 1-l record in their tilt with 
Nebraska, the Utes had played one more 
game than the Huskers. Osborne said 
that was probably an advantage. 

Utah’s offensive style does not resem- 
ble that of many other Nebraska oppo- 
nents. That, combined with Mitchell 
and his main receivers Dennis and 
Clifton Smith, presented problems. 

The Utes totaled only 57 fewer yards 
than Nebraska (402) and actually gained 


wanting to redshirt Grant, Gdowski took 
every Nebraska snap until 5:47 re- 
mained in the game. 


& two more first downs (25-23). 
= Utah ran 75 offensive plays, 10 more 
‘than Nebraska, and converted six of 15 


Keithen McCant replaced Gdowski, 
but after throwing an interception on his 
third play, the sophomore was replaced 
by Gdowski. 

Jerry Dunlap guided the Huskers on 
their final four plays. 

“T really didn’t want to play Gdowski 
in the fourth quarter,’ Osborne said, 
“but I really didn’t have a guy prepared 
to play. 

““We were ready to use Mike. He said 
in the fourth quarter he really didn’t 


Joe Sims 


want to lose his redshirt.” 
The critical decision of whether or not 
to play Grant would not have surfaced 


An easy opponent, Utah was not. 

“Number one, I think we played a 
pretty good team today,’ Osborne said. 
“What I was a little bit afraid of was true 
— they improved a little bit on defense 
since a year ago. 

“Offensively, they’re just a great foot- 
ball team. They’re capable of scoring a 
lot of points on anyone.” 

But the Cornhuskers passed their 
test. Hi 


First Downs 
Game 


Rushing 
Score Tot Ru-Pa-Pn Att-Yds-TD Att-Com-Iint-Yds-TD Att-Yds 


Total 
Passing 


Offense Punting Fumbles 
No-Avg No-Lost 


Pen. ‘Third 
No-Yds Downs T-of-P 


@NEBRASKA.......:600000+ 48 24 19-5-0 
No. Illinois 7 MN 7-3-1 


47-470-4 
50-162-2 


13-8-1-102-2 
13-5-1-44-0 


60-557 
63-174 


2-425 5-4 
10-38.1 1-0 


5-40 1-6 24:41 
7-57 5-18 35:19 


@NEBRASKA...........0005 42 23 21-2-0 
RIGA. cxssssssasaasastovegsacs 30-25 8-13-4 


59-442-5 
31-105-0 


8-3-1-27-0 
44-26-3-297-4 


67-459 
75-402 


3-37.3 2-1 
3-490 2-0 


7-60 2-9 31:23 
11-70 6-15 28:37 


NEBRASKA ae 
@Minnesota.........c:000 


@NEBRASKA......00.cecesee 
Oregon State............... 
@NEBRASKA......0sccsecceeees 
Kansas State ..........c06 


NEBRASKA.......:ec+eceeee0s 
@MisSOUFI..........00.c0:cc00008 


@NEBRASKA 
lowa State.......ccccceees 


NEBRASKA........cccss00e0e 
@Colorado......cccccceceeseee 


@NEBRASKA.......cceses00000 
Oklahoma........ssccee 
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Senior I-back Ken Clark’s 130-yard 
rushing performance against Utah 
marked the fifth regular-season game in 
a row that he’s gone over the century 
mark. It was the eighth 100-yard game 
of his career. 

With that performance, Clark in- 
creased his career rushing total to 2,139 
yards and moved past Monte Anthony 
(2,077 from 1974-77) and Steve Taylor 
(2,125 from 1985-88) into Ith place on 
Nebraska’s career chart. Clark should 
crack the Top 10 next week against Min- 
nesota as he needs only 15 yards to pass 
No. 10 Tony Davis (2,153 from 1973-75). 
Clark could climb as high as sixth in 
that game as he needs only 106 yards 
to pass the current No. 6, Jeff Kinney, 
who had 2,244 yards from 1969-71. 

Former Nebraska linebacker coach 
John Melton said Saturday that Denver 
Bronco coaches are pleased with ex- 
Husker Mare Munford, who is now get- 
ting starting assignments for the Bron- 


cos. Munford is also seeing a lot of time 


NOTES & QUOTES 


on special teams. 

After making it with the New York 
Giants all the way to the last cut, line- 
backer LeRoy Etienne is now with the 
Montreal Allouettes of the Canadian 
Football League. 

Frank Solich, assistant coach in 
charge of running backs, feels confident 
about his charges even though he’s not 
been able to use I-backs George Acho- 
la (broken leg) and Terry Rodgers 
(knee) plus fullback Lance Lewis 
(neck). After Utah, Solich said, ““Leo- 
dis Flowers has made great improve- 
ment. He’s finally gotten over the 
injuries that bothered him the first two 
years, and his confidence has increased 
as his practice time and playing time has 
increased. 

“Bryan Carpenter is another example 
of a back whose production has in- 
creased because he’s stayed healthy. 
Bryan played very well last year, but he 
also got banged up pretty good. That 
reduced his effectiveness as the season 


wore on. He’s healthy now and he has 
more repetitions behind him and he 
knows what is expected of him in the 
Nebraska running back system. Plus, 
Sam Schmidt is a talented player who 
gives us a good combination at fullback, 
which allows us to keep them rested, to 
keep their legs fresh,” 

Defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride said after the Utah game that 
this is the youngest group of Black 
Shirts he’s ever seen. 

Nebraska's defensive two-deep in- 
cludes eight seniors, three freshmen, 
five sophomores and six juniors. 

“And we had a true freshman out 
there” said McBride. “John Reece 
(defensive back) was playing a lot. He 
was so excited his eyes were big as sauc- 
ers, but he’s got talent. There’s no ques- 
tion we've got talent on defense; we just 
need to learn from our mistakes. And 
right now we’re making mistakes while 
going full speed. I can live with full- 
speed mistakes. It’s half-speed mistakes 


We Have A Tremendous Wing Span. 


If you like traditional men’s footwear, it’s time you sized up the Allen-Edmonds Factory Store. We carry 


famous, slightly imperfect Allen-Edmonds seconds in sizes 5-16, AAAA-EEE. 
There's hardly a foot we can't fit. Or individual taste, with our broad choice 


of exquisite styles: wing tips, classic plain toe oxfords, penny loafers, formals, AL LE N 


walking shoes, you name it. And we now stock other fine brands as well, EDMONDS 


all first quality, again in plenty of sizes. The Allen-Edmonds Factory Store. = = 
Where our commitment to size selection is unlimited. Factory Store 


CALL OR SEND FOR OUR NEWEST CATALOG TODAY! 


ALLEN EDMONDS Factory Store 10862 W. Dodge Road, Omaha, Ne. 68154 (402) 493-3500 


I won't stand for.” 
Here’s a striking contrast: Nebraska 


has gained 87 percent of its yardage on 
the ground in two games, while Utah 
has gained 84 percent of its yardage in 
three games through the air. Also in 
contrast, Nebraska is 2-0 and ranked in 
the AP Top 5, while Utah is 1-2. 

Senior fullback Bryan Carpenter's 
runs against Utah were for 12, 21, 29, 
ll and 29 (TD) yards. It was the top 
rushing game by a Husker fullback 
since Ken Kaelin ran for 126 yards at 
Iowa State in 1986. 

Gerry Gdowski ran for 98 yards and 
three touchdowns, the latter figure ty- 
ing the school single-game record for 
QBs. Four times previously, Husker 


quarterbacks have made three touch- e CARPET * LINOLEUM e¢ WALLPAPER e PAINT 
downs, most recently by Steve Taylor at 

Towa State last year. Gdowski was only 15th & Davenport Downtown Omaha 

2 yards shy of giving Nebraska three VISA and MasterCard Welcome 
runners over the 100-yard mark. The 342-5604 


only time Nebraska has done that was 
versus Arizona State last year when Ken 
Clark ran for 122, Steve Taylor had 116 A BOOK FOR ALL SEASONS 
and Terry Rodgers picked up 113. 66 ”9 
In a late move, senior right guard Bill ALL STAR QUOTES 
Bobbora replaced injured junior John 
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STATE OF THE HUSKERS 
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By Mike Babcock 


Room To Improve 


ie ased on the scoreboard, you'd have 
to say Nebraska’s defense passed the 
test administered by Scott Mitchell. 

But that doesn’t mean the Corn- 
huskers can forget about their 
homework. 

“Mentally, we weren't there, not even 
close,” defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride said after Nebraska’s 42-30 
victory over Utah last Saturday. 

“If we keep playing like we're play- 
ing, we'll be in trouble. We've got a long 
way to go, defensively.” 

McBride came away from the Utah 
game frustrated by what he saw. Mitch- 
ell, Utah’s All-America candidate quar- 
terback, completed 26 of 44 passes for 
297 yards and four touchdowns against 
the Cornhuskers. 

McBride hadn't expected a shutout. 
He was more realistic than that. But he 
certainly hadn’t expected to see a big 30 
after “Utah” on the Memorial Stadium 
scoreboard, either. 

“T was looking at (giving up) 17 to 21 
points if we played well,” he said. 

Nebraska's defense might have 
achieved that goal if it hadn't lost a lit- 
tle concentration near game’s end, 
Mitchell threw a pair of touchdown 
passes in the final 3:38, including a 
20-yarder to Bryan Rowley with no time 
remaining. 

“T was really disappointed (by the 
mental lapse),” said McBride. ‘You 
don't ever think it’s over,” 

For the second week in a row, fans 
who came to Memorial Stadium think- 
ing the game would be over by halftime 
couldn’t relax until after the inter- 
mission. 

This time, however, the problems 
couldn't be attributed to first-game jit- 
ters. Rather, the Cornhuskers had to 
contend with one of the best collegiate 
passers in the country — Mitchell. 

They aren't likely to see another quar- 
terback of his caliber until late October, 
when they go up against Oklahoma 
State’s Mike Gundy. 

And even Gundy isn’t the passer 
Mitchell is. Few, if any, are. 

“T think Mitchell might be the best 


college quarterback I’ve seen since John 
Elway,’ McBride said. 

McBride’s assessment includes Troy 
Aikman, formerly of UCLA, and Steve 
Walsh, formerly of Miami. Aikman and 
Walsh both now are gainfully employed 
by the NFL’s Dallas Cowboys. 

Mitchell, a junior, appears to be on 
track to graduate to the NFL. He has 
that kind of throwing arm. 

Still, McBride wasn’t making excuses. 
Nebraska had prepared for Mitchell by 
installing a “dime’’ defense, which in- 
cluded an extra linebacker and an extra 
defensive back, both replacing defensive 
linemen, the idea being increased pres- 
sure and coverage. 

Because of their speed, tackle Kenny 
Walker and strong safety Curtis Cotton, 
who becomes the extra linebacker, are 
key players in the “dime” defense. 

In defense of the defense, the Corn- 
huskers didn’t work much on their 
“dime” package during practice the 
week before the opener against North- 
ern Illinois because the Huskies’ Wish- 
bone was, of course, run-oriented. 

“We never played ‘dime’ last week 
and it hurt us. The concept was there; 
the mental part wasn’t,” said McBride. 

Nebraska kept it simple, defensively. 
“We had to, or we'd be sucking wind,” 
McBride said. “Against a team like this, 
it’s hell getting "em ready. So we just did 
a few things.” 

Sometimes, the Cornhuskers didn’t do 
those few things well. They had 
difficulty getting lined up right, for ex- 
ample. “One time I looked out there and 
we didn’t have a guy covered. We were 
still making mistakes at the end of the 
game,” said McBride, 

The type of mistakes they were mak- 
ing also concerned McBride. 

Nebraska’s tackling was “pathetic,” he 
said. “That probably disturbs me the 
most. They were ducking their heads, 
closing their eyes, not driving their feet 
(on contact)... 2” 

Little things like that, having to do 
with technique, can get good teams 
beat. And Nebraska’s a good team. 

With room to improve. 


“We're going to have to improve an 
awful lot (defensively) to win the Big 
Eight,’ McBride said. 

The Utah game should help, 

Nebraska was more talented and had 
more depth than the Utes, which meant 
it could compensate for its mistakes. Be- 
cause of that, what happened against 
Utah “might be the best thing that’s hap- 
pened to us,” said McBride. 

The Cornhuskers could learn from 
their mistakes without paying a high 
price, 

A play late in the first quarter illus- 
trates that point. 

Utah lined up second-and-8 from the 
Nebraska 43-yard line. The Corn- 
huskers’ Mike Croel, an outside line- 
backer with sprinter’s speed, was 
covering Utah tight end Dennis Smith, 
who had earlier scored the first touch- 
down of the game on a 5-yard pass from 
Mitchell. 

Smith and Mitchell’s other receivers 
“run pass patterns as well as anybody 
we've seen,” McBride said, 

But Croel had Smith covered. 

As the play unfolded, however, and 
Smith ran down the sideline in front of 
the Utah bench, Croel glanced at Mitch- 
ell, just for an instant. 

Croel knows better than to look back 
in such situations, He’s been told time 
and time again during practice. 
Nevertheless, “he tried to sneak a peek 
(at Mitchell),” said McBride. 

His technique broke down. 

Croel’s brief lapse was costly, six 
points worth. Smith caught the ball on 
the 43-yard scoring play. Had he played 
it properly, Smith might still have caught 
the ball. But ‘‘Mike would have run the 
guy down,” McBride said. 

No way would Smith have gotten into 
the end zone. “I was mad about that,” 
said Croel, who made up for the mis- 
take in the second quarter by intercept- 
ing a pass and returning it six yards for 
Nebraska’s third touchdown. 

That gave the Cornhuskers a lift. 

McBride didn’t have to tell Croel what 
he'd done wrong when he came to the 
sideline after Smith’s touchdown. 
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It was a learning experience. ‘Mike 
knew exactly what he did,” McBride 
said. ‘‘Maybe a guy won't believe you 
until it happens. Then he sees what 
you're telling him in practice.” 

Successful pass defense depends on 
more than just coverage. And Nebras- 
ka has some work to do in that area, too, 
according to McBride. Mitchell was 
most effective when he had time to set 
up and locate open receivers. 

“When we had pressure on him, he 
couldn’t throw the ball. And when we 
didn’t get the pressure, we had 
problems,” said McBride. 

As far as passing attacks go, the Corn- 
huskers shouldn’t see any better than 
what they saw from Utah. Considering 
that, as well as the fact that Nebraska’s 
defense is relatively inexperienced, 
42-30 isn’t bad. 

John Reece, a true freshman from 
Houston, saw considerable action 
against Utah at cornerback. 

“He's out there playing the ‘dime’ 


against what might be the best 
throwing team in the country,” McBride 
said, 

Tyrone Byrd, a redshirt freshman 
from Chandler, Ariz., played a lot in 
dime coverages al free safety. He had 
one of Nebraska’s three interceptions. 

Inside linebacker Mike Petko, a true 
sophomore playing in only his second 
varsity game, had another. 

Redshirt freshmen Travis Hill and 
David White helped put the pressure on 
Mitchell as outside linebackers, 

Reece, Byrd, Petko, Hill and White 
are among Nebraska's many talented but 
inexperienced defenders. 

Even though he’s a junior, Walker fits 
in that category, too, as does Cotton, a 
sophomore who sat out last season. 

When the Cornhusker defense hud- 
dles before each play, “‘you see a lot of 
new faces,’ said Kent Wells, a senior 
defensive tackle sacked Mitchell twice 
for losses totaling 17 yards. 

“We're making some mistakes. But 


hey, this is only our second game.” 

Nebraska's defense earned Mitchell's 
respect. “Our different formations can 
be tough to defense because they’re not 
used to seeing them, and there are so 
many things we can do with our 
offense,’ Mitchell said. 

The key to the game was Nebraska’s 
pressure up-front, he said. “They have 
a good solid defense, and they did a 
good job with a good pass rush.” 

After the opening-game victory over 
Northern Illinois, McBride said it was 
obvious the Cornhusker defense couldn't 
afford to stop practicing. That was 
reiterated after the Utah game. 

“A game like this is frustrating, until 
you realize the kids are doing the best 
they can,” he said. 

“Right now, whether or not we're a 
good defensive team depends on the 
character of each individual.” 

In other words, the future looks good 
for Nebraska’s Black Shirts, as long as 
they keep doing their homework. @ 
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Gene Keller 
Lincoln 


O'Neill (402) 336-4245 
(402) 476-8575 


St. Paul (308) 754-4749 


Daniel R. Ewers Chris se eee Virgil C. Wadhams Ron Rapp, CLU, RHU 
ncoln 
(402) 488-2682 


Lincoln 
(402) 488-2682 


South Sioux City 
(402) 494-3003 


To make sure that you and your family reach 
your financial goals, let us help you draw up a 
winning game plan. A game plan that will 
assure your family’s financial security, protect 
you against the high cost of illness, and build 
funds — tax sheltered — for a more comfortable 


Anne-Marie Bobst 
Hastings 
(402) 462-8366 


retirement. Call today. Helping you become a 
financial winner is our full-time career. 


LN: 


These are some of the many New York Life 
Agents in this area — all good people to know. 


Lincoln General Office: 


Ken A. Wilson, General Manager 
Cindy Roquetie, Office Manager 


Donald Hunter, Associate General Manager 


Mike Rinehart, Sales Manager 
Cheryl A Kefuss, Training Supervisor 
1506 FirsTier Building 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

(402) 476-8575 


Nebraska General Office: 


Jerry L, Roberts, General Manager 

Paul A. Hogan, CLU, Office Manager 

Gary D. Phillips, Sales Manager 

Eloy S, Arellano, Sales Manager 

David A Skutnik, Sales Manager 

William Stott, Jr, Sales Manager 

James H. Moore, CLU ChFC, Training Manager 
Phillip L. Bowers, CLU, ChFC Training Supervisor 
11506 Nicholas Street 

Omaha, Nebraska 68154 

(402) 496-6400 


Darryl B. Hunter 
Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


Kurt P. Kollmorgen 
Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


William S. Jones, Jr. 
Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


RW. Bailey, CLU 
Grand Island 
(308) 382-0385 


Sioux City General Office: 


Me} Adema, General Manager 
George W. Molesworth, CLU, Office Manager 
Fred Hahne, CLU, Sales Manager 
Dick Peschau, Sales Manager 

Greg Jensen, Sales Manager 

Pat O'Roarke, Sales Manager 

Don Means, Training Manager 

Larry Lindstrom, Training Supervisor 
600 Fourth Street, Suite 900 

Sioux City, lowa 51101 

(712) 279-8800 


Frederic L.A. Cady 
LU, ChFC 
Omaha: (402) 496-6400 


New York Life. For all of your life. 


Life, Health, Disability Income, Group Insurance, Annuities, Pension Plans. 
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STATISTICS 


GAME BY GAME PASSING STATISTICS 


NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
Dunlap, QB 0-0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0-0 
Gdowski, QB 8-6-1-83-1 6-3-0-27-0 14-9-1-110-1 
Grant, QB DNP DONP 
Haase, QB DNP ONP 
Joseph, QB 5-2-0-19-1 DNP 5-2-0-19 
McCant, QB 0-0-0-0-0 1-0-1-0-0 1-0-1-0-0 
LEGEND: Attempts-Completions-Interceptions-Yardage-TD 
GAME BY GAME RUSHING STATISTICS 
NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
Baldwin, IB DNP 
Bell, WB 2-39-0-0 4-38-0-18 6-77-0-18 
Bobolz, WB DNP 
Carpenter, FB 2-11-0-0 5-102-1-29 7-113-1-29 
Clark, IB 14-168-0-0 22-130-1-22 36-298-1-22 
Devall, WB ONP 
Dowse, WB 1-10-1-0 ONP 1-10-1-0 
Dunlap, QB 1-(4)-0-0 1-1-0-1 1-(3)-0-1 
Flowers, IB 11-65-2-0 5-21-0-15 16-86-2-15 
Gdowski, QB 5-74-0-0 15-98-3-19 20-172-3-19 
Grant, QB DNP 
Haase, QB DNP 
Hughes, WB 1-(1)-0-0 1-(2)-0-(2) 2-(3)-0-(2) 
Johnk, FB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Joseph, QB §-14-0-0 DNP 5-14-0-0 
Kleidosty, FB DNP 
McCant, QB 1-53-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-53-0-0 
McDuffy, IB 1-1-0-0 0-0-0-0 1-1-0-0 
Prater, WB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Rodgers, IB INJ 
Schmidt, FB 1-4-0-0 3-10-0-5 4-14-0-5 
Soto, FB DNP 
Turner, WB 2-21-0-0 3-34-0-23 5-55-0-23 
L. White, WB DNP 
LEGEND: Attempts-Yardage-TD-Long 
GAME BY GAME RECEIVING STATISTICS 
NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
Bahe, SE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Baumert, SE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Bell, WB 1-7-0-7 1-2-0-2 2-9-0-9 
Bobolz, WB DNP 
Bostick, SE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
D'Alesio, TE DNP 
Devall, WB DNP 
Dowse, WB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Garrett, TE 1-12-1-12 0-0-0-0 1-12-1-12 
Gregory, SE 3-41-0-12 2-25-0-17 5-66-0-29 
Hughes, WB 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Kratzenstein, TE —2-39-1-28 0-0-0-0 2-39-1-28 
Langemeier, TE DNP 
Leise, TE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
Liska, TE DNP 
McCoy, SE DNP 
Parrella, TE ONP 
Prater, WB 0-0-0-0 = 0-0-0-0 
Turner, WB 1-3-0-3 0-0-0-0 1-3-0-3 
Washington, TE 0-0-0-0 0-0-0-0 
L. White, WB DNP 
LEGEND: Catches-Yardage-TD-Longest 
GAME BY GAME DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
€. Anderson, CB DNP 
L. Anderson, DT 2-0-2; 0-0 DNP 2-0-2; 0-0 
Brown, DT 2-0-2; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 
Brungardt, DT 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 
Byrd, FS. 0-1-1; 0-0 3-1-4; 0-0 3-2-5; 0-0 
Caliendo, LB 1-3-4; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-3-4; 0-0 
Camp, LB DNP 


26 September 23, 1989 


GAME BY GAME DEFENSIVE STATISTICS, cont. 


NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWA STATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA TOTAL 
Carmer, FS DNP 
Cooper, SS 4-1-5; 2-5 8-2-10; 1-2 12-3-15; 3-7 
Cotton, SS 2-0-2; 1-18 2-1-3; 0-0 4-1-5; 1-18 
Crippen, CB 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 
Croel, LB 2-1-3; 2-9 3-1-4; 0-0 5-2-7; 2-9 
Duin, SS DNP 
Edgren, NG DNP 
Engelbert, NG 2-2-4; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 3-2-5; 0-0 
Goff, CB DNP 
Hagge, LB 2-1-3; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 
Hicks, CB DNP 
Hill, LB 5-0-5; 2-6 2-0-2; 1-3 7-0-7; 3-9 
Jobman, LB 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 
Krantz, LB DNP 
Kurtz, LB 1-0-1; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 
Legette, CB 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 
T. Lewis, CB 1-0-1; 0-0 4-1-5; 0-0 5-1-6; 0-0 
Miller, DT DNP 
Mills, LB 2-1-3; 0-0 2-0-2; 1-1 4-1-5; 1-1 
Mohnsen, LB 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP 1-0-1; 0-0 
Monarrez, NG ONP 
Murray, NG 2-1-3; 1-4 0-0-0; 0-0 2-1-3; 1-4 
Olson, FS 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP 1-0-1; 0-0 
Petko, LB 5-1-6; 0-0 2-0-2; 0-0 7-1-8; 0-0 
Pickens, CB 2-0-2; 0-0 5-1-6; 0-0 7-1-8; 0-0 
Reece, DB 2-1-3; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 
Sanders, FS 3-1-4; 0-0 2-1-3; 0-0 5-2-7; 0-0 
Sims, DT 3-1-4; 1-2 3-0-3; 1-12 6-1-7; 2-14 
Spitzenberger, LB DNP 
Svehla, LB 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 
Thomas, FS 1-0-1; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 
Tyrance, LB 7-3-10; 1-4 6-3-9; 0-0 13-6-19; 1-4 
Valladao, DT 2-1-3; 0-0 2-1-3; 1-5 4-2-6; 1-5 
Walker, DT 1-1-2; 1-2 1-1-2; 1-2 
Wells, DT 1-0-1; 0-0 3-0-3; 3-21 4-0-4; 3-21 
Wendland, LB 0-0-0; 0-0 0-0-0; 0-0 
D. White, LB 2-0-2; 0-0 = 2-0-2; 0-0 
F. White, SS 1-0-1; 0-0 1-0-1; 0-0 
Zacharais, LB 1-0-1; 0-0 DNP 1-0-1; 0-0 

Legend: Unassisted Tackles-Assisted Tackles-Total Tackles; Tackles for Loss-Yardage Lost 

NEBRASKA GAME-BY-GAME STARTERS 
OFFENSE NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSASST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWASTATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA 
SE Gregory Gregory 
ut Punt Punt 
LG Wanek Wanek 
c Young Young = 
RG Roschal Bobbora 
RT Glaser Wiegert - 
TE Kratzenstein Kratzenstein 
QB Gdowski Gdowski 
FB Carpenter Carpenter 
IB Clark Clark 
WB Bell Bell —s _ 
DEFENSE NO. ILLINOIS UTAH MINNESOTA OREGON ST. KANSASST. MISSOURI OKLA. STATE IOWASTATE COLORADO KANSAS OKLAHOMA 
OLB Mills Mills 
Tt Sims Sims 
NG Murray Murray 
AT Wells Wells 
OLB Croel Croei 
SLB Jobman Petko 
WLB Tyrance Tyrance 
LCB Pickens Pickens _ 
RCB Lewis Lewis : 
ss Cooper Cooper = 
FS Sanders Sanders - 


Please note that statistics for the most recent game are compiled in the press box. However, changes may be made throughout 


the season to reflect official coaches’ evaluations after grading film. 
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_ PREDICTIONS 


It'll Be Closer Than 1983 


Chuck Green, Daily Nebraskan, 
Lincoln, Neb.: “What happened the 
last time that the Huskers played in the 
Metrodome (an 84-13 shellacking of the 
Golden Gophers in 1983) probably 
won't happen this year. But, the score 
will be high and will probably be in 
Nebraska’s favor. I’ll say the Huskers 
will win somewhere around 55-17. 

“Minnesota's main threat is tailback 
Darrell Thompson, one of the best 
backs in the nation and a sure Heisman 
contender if he played at a Top 20 school 
like Nebraska or Notre Dame. With the 
exception of Barry Sanders, Curt Warn- 
er and Jamie Morris, no running back 
has run wild on the Huskers in the last 
10 years or so and Thompson isn’t quite 
as talented as those backs. But I’m sure 
that he will get some yards and the 
Gophers will get some points. None of 
the players were around for the rout in 
1983, but I’m sure members of the Min- 
nesota athletic department remember 
the game well. If that’s the case, Min- 
nesota might play some inspired foot- 
ball but it just won’t be enough.” 

Brad Fuqua, Grand Island Indepen- 
dent, Grand Island, Neb.: ‘The 
Nebraska-Minnesota series dates back 
several decades to the root of Corn- 
husker football. It is fitting that Nebras- 
ka should play an old-time rival, like 
Minnesota, in its 100th season of foot- 
ball. Unfortunately for the Gophers, it 
won't be a celebration. 

‘Minnesota is one of the lower divi- 
sion teams in the Big Ten this season 
while the Cornhuskers are nationally 
ranked as usual. Minnesota’s Thompson 


Fuehrer 


will be a big ground threat and a main 
weapon in the offense. The Gophers run 
out of a Pro-I formation but will find 
it difficult to run anywhere on the 
Huskers. Nebraska will certainly not 
have that problem against the Gophers. 
Nebraska's backs are taught how to pick 
the right holes and run through them be- 
fore they walk. Ken Clark, as long as 
he is healthy, will get his 100 yards along 
with a pair of touchdowns. Gerry 
Gdowski has looked good early on and 
has become a threat to strike through the 
air. Nebraska has the ability to run or 
throw, which should keep Minnesota on 
its heels. Nebraska's pass defense should 
be improved after playing against Utah’s 
Scott Mitchell last week. 

Jon Ryan, Columbus Daily Tele- 
gram, Columbus, Neb.: “Nebraska has 
proved in the early stages of the season 
that its offense is as potent as ever. Bar- 
ring injury, Ken Clark should be one of 
the nation’s leading rushers this year and 
a force to be reckoned with every game. 
Clark should be dominant against Min- 
nesota, whose young defense has yet to 
be tested by a powerful offensive team. 

“The Nebraska defense has yet to 
have a stellar performance but, at times, 
has shown flashes of brilliance. Game 
by game, this talented group of athletes 
will come together to dominate. This 
game could well be a starting point for 
that. In the last two weeks, the Black 
Shirts have faced a Wishbone rushing at- 
tack and Utah’s high-flying passing at- 
tack, The Gophers run an offense that 
consistently mixes the pass and the run. 
That type of play should suit the hun- 


gry Nebraska defense. Vl go with 
Nebraska 35, Minnesota 7.’’ 

Jeff Shearer, KDUH-TV, Scotts- 
bluff, Neb.: “The first road game for 
the Huskers won't be much of a test. I 
wouldn’t be surprised to see the Huskers 
a little lethargic in the first half but come 
out firing in the second half, much like 
the Northern Illinois game. It looks like 
Nebraska’s easy non-conference sched- 
ule will reveal itself again and the 
Huskers remain undefeated. I’m look- 
ing for a score of 52-14 in favor of the 
Cornhuskers.’ 

Mike Fuehrer, Norfolk Daily News, 
Norfolk, Neb.: “The last time Nebras- 
ka played at Minnesota’s Metrodome 
was back in 1983. The result was the 
much-fabled 84-13 romp. Nebraska 
won't win by that big of a margin this 
week, but they will win 56-10. 

“Nebraska owns a 12-game winning 
streak against the Gophers and that 
should easily continue. Look for the 
Black Shirts to shine this week, unlike 
last week when they gave up 30 points 
to Utah.” 

John Martinez, North Platte Tele- 
graph, North Platte, Neb.: “The Big 
Red machine keeps on rolling, with 
quarterback Gerry Gdowski at the 
wheel. Nebraska needs a tough test but 
it won't find it here. At home or on the 
road, the Huskers are just too deep and 
talented for the Golden Gophers. 

“The Black Shirts will have to keep 
Thompson, Minnesota’s All-American 
running back, under control, but that 
shouldn't pose too much of a problem. 
Nebraska’s ball-control offense won’t 


Martinez 
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give Thompson too many chances to 
carry the ball. Don’t be surprised to see 
another Husker runaway. IT’ll say 
Nebraska 42, Minnesota 15.’’ 

Roger Stanton, Football News, 
Detroit, Mich: ‘‘Minnesota and 
Nebraska should be playing each year. 
I like to see these neighboring-state 
rivalries outside the conferences. In fact, 
the first college football game I ever saw 
was Minnesota-Nebraska in 1936. I was 
about 6 years old and my dad took me 
to Memorial Stadium. It was a score- 
less tie late in the game when the Min- 
nesota quarterback rolled out and threw 
a lateral that went for 60-something 
yards and a touchdown, with Minneso- 
ta winning a great game, 7-0. That quar- 
terback was Bud Wilkinson. 

“T don’t know why the series was 
dropped, but since I was born and raised 
in that part of the country, I feel it’s a 
great game, a natural rivalry. 

“At that time, Minnesota had won 
about five national championships in 


Roger Stanton 


seven years. Since then, though, Min- 
nesota has had some decent teams in the 
1940s and ’5Os, but they’ve dropped off 
quite a bit starting in the 1960s, just 


when Nebraska returned to power. 

“From a psychological standpoint, 
Minnesota will be pointing to this game. 
Most underdogs get excited about the 
chance to upset a highly ranked foe. So, 
Minnesota will be primed. They’ll have 
an edge because of the home crowd. 
Plus, Lou Holtz coached there for a 
while and brought in some good play- 
ers, and at the same time John 
Gutekunst is not a bad coach. And, this 
will be one of Minnesota’s two tough- 
est games all year — they also play 
Michigan. 

“What will this mean on the field? I 
think Nebraska will win by two touch- 
downs, maybe 17 points. 

“But Minnesota will be in it for a 
while. I have a gut feeling this game will 
be tougher than most Nebraska fans 
would like. However, I’m still going 
with our prediction at Football News 
that Nebraska will be playing for the na- 
tional championship in the Orange 
Bowl.’ 


SWEATSHIRT. . .$23.95 


§-XXL...Add $3.00 for XXL Sizes. 


T-SHIRT.........$10.95 


S-XXL...Add £2.00 for XXL Sizes. 


Top row left to right. 


1. The Grateful Red 
2. Golden N Centennial 
3. Big Red and the Seven Dwarfs 


Bottom row left to right 


4. ‘‘N’’ Huskers 
5. Memorial Stadium 
6. Nebraska Seal 


A. Indicate design number 
B. Sizes desired 
C. Include freight & handling ($4.00) 


D. VISA & MC: give card number 
and expiration date. 


E. Nebraska residents send sales tax. 
CATALOG AVAILABLE BY REQUEST 


SPORTS COLLECTIONS USA 


ro. box 6! ex OFFICALLY LICENSED 


SS Lincoln, NE 68506 “ 


‘ 
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SCOUTING REPORT 


Minnesota Golden Gophers 


Darrell Thompson. Remember that 
name when Nebraska plays Minnesota 
at the Metrodome in Minneapolis. 

The Cornhuskers’ success probably 
will depend, in large part, on whether 
they can contain the 6-1, 220-pound run- 
ning back from Rochester, Minn. 

Thompson, who has 4.4 speed in the 
40-yard dash, is one of the premier ball 
carriers in college football. NFL draft 
analyst Mel Kiper, Jr., of ESPN predict- 
ed that Thompson will be the first player 
chosen in next spring’s draft. 

Pro scouts compare Thompson to 
Eric Dickerson and Herschel Walker. 

Such testimonials have become com- 
monplace for Thompson, who already 
holds Minnesota's career rushing record 
with almost 3,500 yards. He ranks 
eighth on the Big Ten’s all-time rushing 
list. And he has the top two single- 
season rushing performances at Min- 
nesota, gaining 1,240 yards as a fresh- 
man and 1,229 as a sophomore. 

Thompson is the only running back 
in Big Ten history, in fact, to rush for 
more than 1,000 yards as a freshman, 
when he led the conference in rushing 
yardage. 

Thompson was hampered by a pulled 
quadricep and a knee injury, which 
forced him to miss the final game and 
a half last season. The injuries help ex- 
plain why he finished with “only” 910 
rushing yards. So does the fact that Min- 
nesota had to break in a freshman quar- 
terback, which made it easier for 
opposing defenses to key on Thompson, 
who, like Nebraska’s Ken Clark, is a 
Heisman Trophy candidate this fall. 

Minnesota suffered through a disap- 
pointing 2-7-2 season a year ago, not 
only because of Thompson’s problems 
but also because linebacker Jon 
Leverenz, the heart of the Gopher 
defense, suffered a season-ending knee 
injury in the first quarter of an opening- 
game loss to Washington State. 

Leverenz, a 6-3, 230-pound redshirt- 
ed senior from Ankeny, Iowa, was an 
All-Big Ten selection following a sopho- 
more year in which he ranked second 
in the conference in 
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Darrell Thompson 


tackles, averaging nearly 15 a game. 

Sophomore quarterback Scott Schaff- 
ner has a year’s worth of experience, as 
do four returning starters in an offen- 
sive line that had problems in 1988. 

The strength of Minnesota’s defense 
is linebacking, where Leverenz is joined 
by seniors Ron Goetz and Mac Stephens 
and sophomore Joel Staats, who gained 
valuable experience last season after be- 
ing forced into the lineup following the 
injury to Leverenz. 

Stephens (6-3, 217) led Minnesota in 
tackles last season with 119, including 
66 unassisted and five for losses. He 
ranked fourth in the Big Ten in tackles. 

Goetz, a 6-3, 230-pound former run- 
ning back, was honorable-mention all- 
conference, finishing with 117 tackles, 
76 of them unassisted and seven for loss- 
es. He also had three QB sacks and in- 
tercepted one pass. 

The Gophers have size and experience 
up-front and talent in the secondary. 

Senior split end Chris Gaiters ranked 
third in the Big Ten and 15th nationally 
in punt returns and averaged 22.7 yards 
per kickoff return. Plus, Gaiters caught 
42 passes — fourth-best in the Big Ten 
— for 564 yards and four touchdowns 
to earn Minnesota’s Bronko Nagurski 
Award as the team’s most valuable 
player. 

Strengths: The running of Thomp- 
son, plus the linebacking corps, head- 
ed up by Leverenz. 


Weaknesses: A young quarterback 
and uncertainty in the offensive line. 

Key matchup: Nebraska's defense, 
which had to contend with a drop-back 
passer in the Utah game, will have a 
week to adjust before being tested by 
Thompson. 

Statistically: Thompson rewrites his 
school’s record book just about every 
time he carries the ball. 

Players to Watch: Thompson, Gait- 
ers, Leverenz, Goetz, Stephens, junior 
fullback Octavius Gould and junior 
defensive end Mike Sundvold. 

Junior split end Pat Tingelhoff is the 
son of former Cornhusker and Minneso- 
ta Viking center Mick Tingelhoff. 

Last Week: Minnesota beat Iowa 
State 30-20. 

Next Week: The Golden Gophers 
play Indiana State at the Metrodome. 


Nebraska vs. 
Minnesota 


When: Saturday, Sept. 23, 7 p.m. 
(CDT) 

Where: Hubert H. Humphrey 
Metrodome, Minneapolis 

Media coverage: Live broadcast on 
the Nebraska Football Network. 

Golden Gopher facts: Minnesota 
returns 17 starters, including nine on 
offense, eight on defense, a punter 
and a kicker. Coach — John 
Gutekunst, 45, is in his fourth season 
with the Golden Gophers, and now 
has a 16-18-2 record (also his career 
mark). School Colors — Maroon and 
Gold. Nickname — Golden Gophers. 
Enrollment — 47,000. Conference — 
Big Ten. Basic Offense — Pro-I. Bas- 
ic Defense — 4-3, 

The Series: Minnesota trails the 
Cornhuskers 29-18-2. The series be- 
gan in 1900 and is the longest non- 
conference for both schools. The 
Gophers’ last victory was Sept. 24, 
1960, by the score of 26-14 in 
Lincoln. 

The Cornhuskers have won 12 
games in a row from Minnesota, in- 
cluding an 84-13 victory at the Metro- 
dome in 1983. 


COACHES’ EVALUATION 


Utes Can Play 


Coach Tom Osborne: “I saw a team 
that could play very well in our confer- 
ence and play very well with anybody. 

“T thought we were shaky. We were 
a little unsure of how to line up and 
didn’t execute well. It looked like we got 
more confident in the second quarter. 

“T think our defense relaxed a little bit 
in the fourth quarter, but those things 
happen. We were pretty comfortable in 
the fourth quarter. I know there will be 
a lot of people upset with the score. 

“Fans got to see a lot of passing to- 
day. They ought to be happy. I think this 
was quite a test for our defense. They 
had a lot of heat on them today. Except 
for the early part of the game and the 
last part of the fourth quarter, we played 
well. It looked like our offensive line did 
a pretty good job. We were a little bit 
revamped up front. 

“‘We would’ve used Mike (Grant). I 
thought he was going to go in. We spent 
a lot of time preparing him the last three 
days. Without having Mickey Joseph to- 
day, we didn’t have another quarterback 
really ready to play. 

“The dime team...some of those 
guys haven’t had more than four or five 
snaps in any one ball game.” 

Defensive coordinator Charlie 
McBride: “We had some mistakes in 
real critical situations that I was disap- 
pointed in. I was looking at 17 to 21 
points. I was really disappointed in the 
end of the game and how they scored. 

“You lose your edge. Everybody 
thinks the game’s over. This group can 
score on one play. You don’t ever go into 
a game thinking it’s over. 

“Team tackling — I think it’s pathet- 
ic. That’s one thing that probably dis- 
turbs me the most. I saw guys ducking 
their heads and closing their eyes when 
they were making hits.. 

“We played three coverages with our 
dime. We had two blitzes. They didn’t 
provide anything for us. They blocked 
them well. 

“T think Mitchell’s the best quarter- 
back to come out (of college) since 
(John) Elway. He moves around better 
than I thought he did from the films. 

“You give him some time, get a real 


solid line in front of him, and look 
out. . .he’ll move it right down the field. 
“A couple of times we weren’t ready 
to go. They were going on a quick 
count. They did some smart things. 
They’re no neophytes at this game. 
Frank Solich, running backs coach: 
“Bryan Carpenter and Ken Clark ran 


CORNHUSKER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 

SE 19 Morgan Gregory 
81 Chip Bahe 

LT 78 Tom Punt 
77 Terry Eyman 
66 Jim Wanek 
74 Will Shields 
68 Jake Young 
58 David Edeal 
64 John Roschal 
69 Bill Bobbora 
61 Erik Wiegert 270 so. 
76 Brian Boerboom 285 so. 
85 Monte Kratzenstein 6-4 225 sr. 
89 William Washington 6-2 245 fr. 
14 Gerry Gdowski 6-0 190 sr. 
2 Mickey Joseph 5-11 175 so. 
29 Bryan Carpenter 5-10 205 jr. 
25 Sam Schmidt 6-1 225 sr. 
32 Ken Clark 5-10 200 sr. 
23 Leodis Flowers 5-11 200 so. 
21 Richard Bell 6-0 205 sr. 
22 Nate Turner 6-2 220 so. 

5-8 180 jr. 


190 sr. 
170 sr. 
285 jr. 
265 jr. 
255 jr. 
245 fr. 
270 sr. 
285 jr. 
250 jr. 
265 sr. 


44 Gregg Barrios 


DEFENSE 


OLB 42 Jeff Mills 
93 Travis Hill 
LT 56 Joe Sims 
75 Ray Valladao 6-3 255 sr. 
NG 74 Mike Murray 5-10 240 sr. 
97 Pat Engelbert 6-2 245 so. 
RT 91 Kent Wells 6-5 280 sr. 
94 Brian Brown 6-6 255 so. 
OLB 88 Mike Croel 6-3 225 jr. 
96 David White 6-2 225 fr. 
SLB 37 Mike Petko 6-2 225 so. 
55 Randall Jobman 6-3 235 sr. 
WLB 40 Pat Tyrance 6-2 240 jr. 
49 Chris Caliendo 6-2 240 sr. 
LCB 38 Bruce Pickens 5-11 190 jr. 
45 Jon Crippen 5-10 170 jr. 
RCB 5 Tahaun Lewis 5-11 175 jr. 
3 Tyrone Legette 5-9 170 so. 
SS. 17 Reggie Cooper 6-3 205 jr. 
24 Curtis Cotton 6-1 195 so. 
FS 26 Marvin Sanders 5-11 190 sr. 
8 Tyrone Byrd 5-11 170 fr. 
P47 Mike Stigge 6-1 190 fr. 


6-4 235 sr. 
6-2 230 fr. 
6-3 285 jr. 


with a lot of confidence today. They’ve 
both improved significantly since last 
year, although I think they played well 
then. Yes, we’re using our wingbacks in 
the running game more than in the re- 
cent past. That’s partly because we want 
a diverse offense and partly because we 
have the talent at wingback. 


GOPHER 2-DEEP 


OFFENSE 


SE 86 Pat Tinglehoff 
85 Paul Hopewell 

LT 65 Jon Melander 
58 Craig Hendrickson 
74 Mark Drabezak 
53 Chris Stodgill 
60 Chris Thome 
52 Pat Evans 
67 J.J. Lennon 
78 Ted Harrison 
73 Dan Liimatta 280 sr. 
70 John Selvestra 28) jr. 
89 Shane Strain 241 sr. 
83 David Shoemaker 260 sr. 
15 Scott Schaffner 200 so. 
14 Marquel Fleetwood 6-0 183 fr. 
42 Patrick Cummings 6-1 217 sr. 
22 James King 5-9 198 so. 
39 Darrell Thompson 6-1 220 sr. 
31 Al Settembrino 5-11 195 so. 
2 Chris Gaiters 6-1 184 sr. 
19 Kevin Grant 6-0 163 jr. 


' 
ey 


18) jr. 
206 so. 
265 sr. 
275 jr. 
263° jr. 
268 fr. 
272 = jr. 
266 so. 
271 sr. 
270 fr. 


NORMA HOdYN 


K 3. Brent Berglund 5-11 186 jr. 


DEFENSE 


LE 28 Eddie Miles 
71 Keith Ballard 
LT 51 Bob Coughlin 
69 Arthur Layton 
RT 79 Mike Sundvold 
99 Kraig Hackbarth 
RE 80 Skeeter Akre 
95 Anthony Bryant 
LB 94 Mac Stephens 
57 Scott Streiff 
LB 56 Jon Leverenz 
55 Joel Staats 
LB 37 Ron Goetz 
92 Ron Mertz 
LC 4 Fred Foggie 
44 Carlon Burt 
13 Derek Fisher 
1 Andre Thaddies 192 
41 Doug Evans 19) 
45 Frank Jackson 6-1 184 jr. 
26 Sean Lumpkin 6-1 209 so. 
Les O'Hara 6-2 194 j 
Brent Herbel 5-10 187 


Ads 


234 
270 
240 
260 
255 
245 
232 
245 
220 
224 
230 
231 
230° sr. 
200 so. 
183 j 
179 
189 
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GARY? 
e/MICHAEL'S 


CLOTHIERS 


offers the 


BIG RED BLAZER 
FOR ONLY $129.00 


Gary Michael's Clothiers is 
proud to offer for the first time 
by mail their own private label 
hopsack blazer. 

This comfortable year round 
blazer is MADE IN AMERICA of 
45% wool and 55% polyester. 


This traditionally styled blazer featuring 
patch flap pockets, center vent, and 
polished brass buttons sells regularly 
for $185.00, but is now available by 
mail for ONLY $129.00 (plus $3.00 
shipping). 


ox 


MAIL TO: 
GARY MICHAEL'S CLOTHIERS 
P.O. BOX 1001 

HASTINGS, NEBRASKA 68902 
TELEPHONE 402-463-9881 


Allow 3 to 4 weeks for delivery. 


Available in regular, short, and long. 
Sizes 35 to 50. Also available in navy. 
camel, gray, dark brown, burgundy and 
heather blue. 


0 1 am sending a check or money order 
for each blazer. 


0 Please bill my credit card. 


Credit card No. 
Exp. Date 
NAME 
ADDRESS 

CITY 

sare  __ — "7 IP 
TELEPHONE 
O VISA 
SIZE 
COLOR 


Nebraska residents add 4% sales tax or 
$5.16 per blazer. 


CO MASTERCARD 
REGULAR SHORT LONG 


Nebraska I-backs Ken Clark and 
Leodis Flowers are roommates for the 
first time this year. Clark of Omaha 
Bryan and Flowers of Omaha Central 
could help Nebraska to their most suc- 
cessful rushing team ever. 

But when the two are off the field and 
back at the apartment, football takes a 
back seat, Flowers said. “I don’t know 
if we’ve ever talked about football at 
home,” he said. “‘It’s mostly studying, 
relaxing and listening to music. No 
football.” 

Minnesota is still not expecting a 
sellout against Nebraska despite the fact 
almost all 10,000 NU tickets were sold. 
Minnesota lifted the restrictions on tick- 
et sales to Nebraskans and the number 
topped the 10,000 mark last week. 

Nebraska backup quarterback Kei- 
than McCant beamed when asked about 
his 53-yard run against Northern II- 
linois. “I hope a lot of people saw that 
one. I hope it’s not the last one for me 
either,” he said. 

Sophomore linebacker Mike Petko 
offered this description of his first game: 
“I'd describe it as indescribable.” 

Nebraska linebacker coach Kevin 
Steele said of Petko, “He’s made a ton 
of progress.” Petko, offensive tackle 
Erik Wiegert and kicker Chris Drennan 
all got their first start of the season 
against Utah. 

Split ends Brad Deyall and Tim 
McCoy returned to the team after weeks 
of absence with injuries. McCoy, who 
had arthroscopic surgery on his knee, 
should be ready to play soon and Devall, 
who had a sore ankle, might be ready 
next week. 

NU cornerback Bruce Pickens said 
he’s happy to have a starting role for the 
Huskers. ‘This is a long-time dream of 
mine. I’ve learned a lot from Coach 
(George) Darlington and the other guys, 
too. The most important thing is to 
watch the receiver's eyes, the quarter- 
back’s eyes and everybody’s moves. It 
gets kind of busy.” 

Starting tight end Monte Kratzen- 
stein said there are times he wouldn't 
mind being the biggest name on the 
team. “I’ve got 12 letters and when kids 
ask for autographs I sometimes sign 
‘Monte K’ or ‘Monte Kratz.’ 

He said one of his proudest moments 
was when he was told he would be given 
a scholarship this year. “I’m happy for 
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my parents, they’ve helped get me 
through school the last two years and 
this is a big break for them.” 

Quarterback Gerry Gdowski said 
the last thing he is worried about is the 
fans. “There are always going to be 
some fans who won't be happy with me 
or any other quarterback. They'll be 
worried about yards, points and other 
things beyond the win. I’m here to get 
the win.” 

Nebraska safety Marvin Sanders 
said the confidence in the secondary is 
growing. ‘*We’re supposed to be the in- 
experienced, immature group because 
Reggie Cooper is the only starter back. 
But I think people will learn to gain a 
lot of confidence in us as the season 
goes along.” 

The Nebraska N-Club has brought 
back pregame huddles this fall in 
celebration of the school’s 100th year of 
college football. N-Club president 
Robert ‘‘Moon” Mullin said the hud- 
dles, once an N-Club tradition, will be 
from 10:30 a.m. to | p.m. each home 
football game at Lincoln’s Cornhusker 
Hotel. The huddles are open to NU let- 
termen in any sport and their guests. 

Nebraska inside linebacker Pat 
Tyrance, a B-plus student in pre-med, 
married national champion triple jum- 
per Renita Robinson a month ago. 
Robinson is a member of the Nebraska 
track team. “I thought I'd feel more 
pressure, not having enough time with 
her,” Tyrance said. ‘But it hasn’t been 
that way at all. She, being an athlete her- 
self, understands the time it takes. She’s 
been a big help.” 

Former Cornhusker backs Keith 
Jones and Dana Brinson continue to 
shine in the NFL. Jones with the 
Cleveland Browns was the leading rush- 
er in the Browns SI-0 win over Pitts- 
burgh, while Brinson carried twice and 
caught two passes in San Diego’s open- 
ing loss. Other Cornhuskers in the pros 
from last year’s NU team are Broder- 
ick Thomas with Tampa Bay and 
Lawrence Pete with the Detroit Lions, 

Former NU quarterback Steve Tay- 
lor said he is still riding the bench for 
Edmonton Eskimos of the Canadian 
Football League, but he expects to stay 
with the team the rest of the season. “I'll 
get my chance. I’m still learning the 
offense,” he said. ‘‘They’re patient with 
me and I’m patient with them.” 
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B: Whitehead got more than a 
smile and a handshake as recruiting 
inducements to become a basketball 
player at Nebraska. 

A little more, anyway. 

He got a steak dinner and the oppor- 
tunity to listen to Pop Klein’s recruiting 
pitch. . .for football players. 

Klein, the Cornhusker basketball 
coach in 1945-46, also was an assistant 
football coach. And he had come to 
Scottsbluff, Neb., Whitehead’s 
hometown, to meet a football recruit 
from Minatare, Neb. 

When he arrived, Klein telephoned 
Whitehead and said: “I’m in town, and 
I'd like to buy you a steak dinner.” 

Whitehead, not one to turn down a 
free meal, remembers being on cloud 
nine. 

The dinner conversation, which fo- 
cused on football, wasn’t particularly in- 
teresting to Whitehead. 

But he got a free steak. 

Near the end of the dinner, almost as 
an afterthought, Klein turned to White- 
head. “‘By the way, Bus, we'd like you 
to come down, too,” he said. 

That was enough to persuade White- 
head to attend the University of 
Nebraska. 

Whitehead was a good enough basket- 
ball player to lead Scottsbluff to the 
championship game of the state high 
school tournament in 1945. 

He also stood 6-9, which was exceed- 
ingly tall at the time. 

Because of his height, Whitehead 
drew interest from schools besides 
Nebraska, including TCU and Colora- 
do A&M. But he never seriously con- 
sidered going anywhere but Nebraska. 

Whitehead’s father, who hadn't gone 


| By Mike Babcock 


Hoopsters 


\ \ 
King (25) is 5 inches taller than the “Scottsbluff Stringbean” 
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to college, told him if he was going to 
live in a state, he ought to attend that 
state’s university. 

So, like every other Cornhusker ath- 
lete in the late 1940s, Whitehead, in ef- 
fect, walked on. 

There were no scholarships. There 
were no redshirts, either. Whitehead, 
described by a Lincoln sports writer as 
the “Scottsbluff Stringbean’’ when he 
arrived on campus, was one of the first 
redshirts at Nebraska. 

With the return of veterans from 
World War II — because he was only 
18 years old and playing against those 
who were six or seven years older — 
Whitehead, with his father’s encourage- 
ment, sat out his second year at 
Nebraska. 

He was “tall, frail and almost too 
weak to participate in college basket- 
ball,” according to the Lincoln sports 
writer. By the end of his third season, 
however, he had become a Cornhusker 
starter. 


\ NEN ILL 
Some big men are “the 
franchise,’ but Hoppen was an 


author: he rewrote the record 
book. 


And as a junior and senior, White- 
head was one of the best in the Big 
Seven Conference, playing for Coach 
Harry Good, who had replaced Klein. 

In 1948-49, Whitehead and guard 
Claude Retherford led the Cornhuskers, 
conference co-champions with Oklaho- 
ma, into NCAA postseason tournament 
play for the first time in school history. 

Nebraska reached the NCAA's final 
16 field by defeating Oklahoma in a 
playoff in Kansas City, Mo., but then 
was eliminated from the tournament by 
Oklahoma A&M, coached by the legen- 
dary Henry P. “Hank” Iba. 

In 1949-50, Nebraska again shared the 
Big Seven title, and Whitehead was the 
only unanimous selection on the As- 
sociated Press all-conference team, 
averaging 15.6 points per game, a school 
record at the time. 

He held eight other school scoring 
records when he graduated. 

As a senior, Whitehead was named to 
the District V All-America team by Col 


Get a grip on your 
financial future. 


Health and exercise is all the rage these days. Just as important to a 
healthy, happy life though is your fiscal fitness. Ameritas Investment 
Corp can help you put together a program that will meet and, in 
many cases, exceed your financial goals while working with 


your resources. 


Our staff of friendly, professional brokers takes the time to 
know your needs and means in a financial program. Then 
we recommend the investments that match up best to 


your personal requirements. 


Get a better grip on your fiscal fitness. Talk with 
Ameritas Investment Corp. Your healthy, happy 
financial future can start today. 


AMERITAS >) 


Lincoln 

(402) 466-4565 
800-742-2209 NE 
800-228-8712 USA 


34 September 23, 1989 


INVESTMENT CORP 


Omaha 

(402) 330-6710 
800-233-9132 NE 
800-848-9566 USA 


lier's Magazine and received All- 
America honorable mention. 

Following his graduation from 
Nebraska, Whitehead was drafted by the 
Chicago Stags of the NBA. He opted to 
play for the Phillips 66ers, however. 

The 66ers were a highly successful 
Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) team in 
Bartlesville, Okla., which played in the 
National Industrial Basketball League. 
The teams, composed of players who 
worked for their sponsor companies, 
competed against professional teams as 
well as colleges and other AAU teams. 

Whitehead earned AAU All-America 
recognition during each of his three sea- 
sons with the Phillips 66ers and had 
Olympic aspirations. 

But he retired following the 1952-53 
season to devote full attention to his job 
with Phillips Petroleum. 

While he was a Phillips 66 salesman 
in Lincoln, Whitehead worked as an un- 
paid Nebraska basketball assistant un- 
der the “‘Big Bear of the Coliseum,” the 
late Jerry Bush. 

Whitehead was Nebraska’s first nota- 
ble “big man,” at a ume when the con- 
cept of tall had been pushed to 7 feet by 
Oklahoma A&M's Bob Kurland, a con- 
sensus All-American in 1944, 1945 and 
1946. Kurland and DePaul’s 6-8 George 
Mikan dominated the college game dur- 
ing those three seasons. Kurland led Iba- 
coached Oklahoma A&M teams to 
back-to-back NCAA championships as 
a junior and senior. 

It was nearly 20 years before Nebras- 
ka recruited a basketball player taller 
than Whitehead. The late Joe Cipriano 
brought in Charlie Stone to play for his 
first Cornhusker team in 1963-64. 

Stone, who hadn't played high school 
basketball in Oakland, Calif., was list- 
ed at 6-10 until his junior season at 
Nebraska, when he apparently, and in- 
explicably, “shrunk” to 6-9. 

The Cornhuskers’ next 6-10 player 
was Bernard Brown, a 1967 recruit from 
Shelbyville, Ky., who transferred to 
Doane College in Crete, Neb. 

Brown was followed a year later by 
Chuck Jura from Schuyler. 

Jura, Nebraska’s best big man since 
Whitehead, earned All-Big Eight honors 
at center in 1972 before going on to a 
successful professional career in Eu- 
rope. He ranks seventh on Nebraska's 


career scoring list and was among the 
first to be inducted in the Nebraska 
Basketball Hall of Fame. 

Ron Taylor from Midland, Texas, was 
the Cornhuskers’ next 6-10 recruit, earn- 
ing varsity letters in 1974 and 1975. It 
wasn’t until four years later, in 1979, that 
Nebraska recruited its first 7-foot 
basketball player, Dave MacFarlane 
from Plattsmouth, Neb. 

MacFarlane, who also drew serious 
interest from Creighton, Iowa State and 
DePaul, was a two-time Class B all- 
stater in Nebraska after moving to 
Plattsmouth from Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula. Because of his height, he was 
a much-publicized member of a recruit- 
ing class that included 6-10 Lance Ber- 
wald from Minneapolis, Minn. 

The jump from Class B high school 
competition in Nebraska to the major 
college level was too great for Mac- 
Farlane, who, like Berwald, left follow- 
ing his second season. 

Becwald sim played sparingly during 


that time. MacFarlane had redshirted his 
second year. 

Nebraska gave special recruiting at- 
tention to MacFarlane because he was 
from a high school in the state. Given 
his height and potential, the Corn- 
huskers couldn't allow him to go else- 
where, for public relations reasons as 
well as the former reasons. 

But MacFarlane never worked out. 
He played only three minutes, total, as 
a freshman, scoring two points and 
grabbing one rebound. 

Nebraska recruited 6-10 basketball 
players in 1980, T.J. Drake from York- 
town, Ind., and 1981, Victor Chacon 
from Santo Domingo in the Dominican 
Republic by way of Southeastern Com- 
munity College in Burlington, Iowa. 

But, again, neither worked out. 

Chacon was gone the year after he ar- 
rived. By then, Cornhusker Coach Moe 
Iba had set his recruiting sites on 
another Nebraskan, 6-11 Dave Hoppen 
from Omaha Benson High. 
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Hoppen was the focus of a recruiting 
battle between Nebraska and Missouri, 
with Notre Dame an outside possibility. 

A Lincoln newspaper columnist even 
wrote an open letter to Hoppen. The 
Cornhuskers were a big man away from 
having “‘one helluva’ team, the colum- 
nist wrote. “You are that big man, David 


Husker Hoops 


Hoppen. You are the most important 
basketball recruit I’ve ever seen in this 
state in 15 years. You’re more important 
than Mike McGee ever thought of be- 
ing because you're a franchise player.” 

McGee, who attended Omaha North 
High School, went on to an outstand- 
ing college career at Michigan and then 
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played in the NBA. 

The open letter concluded with: 
“You're a big man in the future of this 
state. I hope you can see that. If you do, 
who knows?” 

Hoppen apparently saw that and 
signed with the Cornhuskers. 

He was a big man for Nebraska dur- 
ing his four-year career, which conclud- 
ed with his jersey being retired. Hoppen 
rewrote the Cornhusker record book, 
scoring 2,167 points during his career 
and setting the standard by which all 
Nebraska “‘big men” are measured. 

Rich King, the tallest basketball play- 
er in Nebraska history at 7-2, knows 
something about that standard. Like 
Hoppen, he was a must-recruit for the 
Cornhuskers because he was from in the 


CONSENSUS ALL-AMERICA 
7-FOOTERS 


1951 
1957-58 
1967-69 
1971 
1981-83 
1983-85 
1987 


Kentucky 7-0 
Kansas 7-0 
UCLA 7-2 
Jacksonville 7-2 
Virginia 7-4 
Georgetown 7-0 
Navy 71 


Bill Spivey 

Wilt Chamberlain 
Lew Alcindor 
Artis Gilmore 
Ralph Sampson 


Patrick Ewing 
David Robinson 


state and because he had an outstand- 
ing career at Omaha Burke High. 

King, who’s often compared to Hop- 
pen, probably has been Coach Danny 
Nee’s most-publicized recruit, joining 
7-0 Kelly Lively from Torrington, Wyo., 
in the Cornhuskers’ 1987-88 freshman 
class. Lively was listed at 6-I1 then. 

King, a second-team Super-Stater as 
a high school senior, is the latest in a 
line of Nebraska “big men,” which in- 
cluded 6-9 Bus Whitehead some 40 
years ago. Like Whitehead, King was on 
the slender side, 215 pounds, when he 
arrived on campus as a freshman. 

And Nee considered redshirting him 
prior to each of his first two seasons as 
a Cornhusker. 

Comparing King and Whitehead illus- 
trates a universal truth. Tall is a rela- 
tive concept. 

Whitehead, who's remained active as 
a booster of Cornhusker athletics, has 
to look up to King. The “‘Scottsbluff 
Stringbean” is fully five inches shorter 
than Nebraska’s junior center. 
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OFF TO A SMASHING 


START 


Editor's note: Nebraska's football 
success requires a lot of work from a lot 
of players, many of whom go unnoticed. 
This new, weekly department sheds light 
on two areas that Husker coaches feel 
are important but often overlooked. This 
week reviews Northern Illinois. 


either Greg Koellner nor Mike 
Vedral caught a pass or gained 
a yard. Nor did they make a 
saving tackle in Nebraska’s 48-17 win 
over Northern Illinois. In fact, with 
Vedral redshirting, Koellner’s brief ap- 
pearance late was the only action either 
saw against the Huskers. But their ef- 
forts in practices and scrimmages lead- 
ing up to the season opener played a 
marked role in the win. Those efforts 
have earned them Scout Team Player of 
the Week honors, the first of 1989. 
While Husker frontliners go through 
daily practices fine-tuning the Big Red 
machine, scout-team players — many of 
them redshirts — wait for their chance 
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Scout-teamers and receivers get praise from 
coaches for their unglamorous play. 


By Bill Doleman 


in the Nebraska lineup by simulating the 
upcoming opponent. Which, according 
to Jack Pierce, one the the NU coaches 
responsible for directing the scout team, 
can at times be challenging and taxing 
for those who play out of the spotlight. 

“When you look at what they have 
had to do,” Pierce said, “these two real- 
ly put forth a good effort. There were 
times when they were the only ones at 
their positions so they were in there tak- 
ing up to 140 snaps each, and that’s 
tough — especially this time of year. 

“They have the attitude to go out and 
work hard, which helps the whole team 
and will help them down the road. 
These are two guys who have a chance 
to play some for us at some point.” 

A pair of walkons, a chance was all 
Koellner (pronounced Kohl-ner) and 
Vedral were looking for when they 
chose Nebraska. A redshirt sophomore, 
Koellner is in his second tour of duty 
with the NU scouts, though only on a 
part-time basis this fall after redshirt- 
ing last year. Currently fifth on the NU 
depth chart at noseguard, he remains fo- 
cused on his future as a Husker which 
he said has been helped by his scout 
team role, though it hasn't been without 
frustration. 

“Last year it was hard to bring my- 
self to practice and make myself do it,” 
Koellner said of his redshirt season. 
“It’s just hard work when you know you 
can't do anything for a whole year and 
contribute to the team. 

“Tve only run it once or twice a week 
this year, which isn’t so bad and it makes 
me better when | have to go against the 
top-unit players.” 

Lining up opposite All-American 
center Jake Young could, for some, be 
intimidating — especially for an up-and- 
coming player like Koellner — but he 
said until his time comes he still has a 


job to do, one that he performed well 
enough to earn this week’s defensive 
honor. 

“You have assignments on every 
defense,” Koellner said, “and you've got 
to carry those out on every play. If 
everyone carries out those assignments, 
there should be no problem and the 
game should go our way.” 

And it did. A crowd of 76,194 saw a 
roundabout product of the scout team’s 
work, though the fans didn’t actually get 
to see Koellner or Vedral in action. But 
according to Koellner, if dreams can 
come true, they will see them in time. 

“I've got three years left here,’ Koell- 
ner said. “Everybody thinks about when 
their chance will come. It’s something 
you envision every day and some day it 
will come true.” 

It’s visions like that, that bring play- 
ers like Koellner and Vedral to Lincoln 
hoping to make true the adage, “small- 
town boy makes good.” 

A native of tiny Haxtun, Colo. (pop. 


Koeliner 


1,016), located in the northeastern corn- 
er of the state, Koellner was one of 24 
students in his graduating class, Four 
months later, he found himself in 
Nebraska looking to make a name for 
himself at a school that had what he was 
looking for. 

“Coach (Milt) Tenopir coached my 
dad so I’ve known him for a while,” he 
said. “It helped a lot knowing him and 
I liked what they had to offer here. I 
thought they could do the most for me.” 

Vedral made his way to Big Red coun- 
try from Gregory, S.D., where he was 
an all-purpose football player and all- 
around athlete. A 6-3, 195-pound red- 
shirt tight end at Nebraska this year, 
Vedral rushed for over 1,100 yards in his 
senior season at Gregory High School. 
In all, he won 1] varsity letters, also 
competing in basketball and track and 
was a state-champion hurdler. 

Last season he saw limited action for 
the Husker junior varsity, but accord- 
ing to Pierce, has given a yeoman’s ef- 
fort already this season. 

“It’s always different when you have 
to prepare for a Wishbone team,” Pierce 
said. “The assignment Mike had in- 
volved a little more blocking because 
the run is emphasized so much. He real- 
ly had to concentrate on his blocking 
rather than running the patterns our 
offense involves. But because of that, 
he’s becoming more of a complete 
player.” 


RECEIVER BLOCKER AWARD 
Generally, the split end position is clas- 
sified as one of the glamour skill posi- 
tions and at Nebraska it is no different. 
But to be a split end in a Husker uni- 
form, one of the skills required is the 
ability to block and to do it well, be- 
cause in the run-oriented offense, it Is 
of the utmost importance. And Ron 
Brown knows it. 

Because there are no official statistics 
for blocking and few highlights of the 
trenches, the Huskers’ third-year 
receiver coach has developed his own 
system designed for his “fleet-footed 
linemen” in order to measure their suc- 
cess. The result for the most successful 
is the coveted weekly “Receiver Block- 
er” award. 

Though a relatively unknown team 
honor, the first Receiver Blocker award 


of the 1989 season goes to a name 
familiar to all Husker fans. An 
honorable-mention All-Big Eight per- 
former at split end last season, senior 
Morgan Gregory kicked off the new 
campaign in aggressive fashion. The 
morning papers told part of the story 
with his three catches for 41 yards con- 
tributing to the happy-ending 48-17 win 
over Northern Illinois. But according to 
Brown, there was much more to 
Gregory’s game. 

“Morgan really blocked well at the 
point of attach,” he said. ““He had to do 
a lot of stock blocking where he has to 
be patient and maintain his blocking po- 
sition for a long period of time, espe- 
cially on the option plays.” 

In all, Gregory received 14 blocking 
points in the opener which tied wing- 
back Nate Turner for third among 
Brown's receiving corps. Tight ends 
Monte Kratzenstein and William 
Washington finished 1-2 in the final tal- 


ly. But it was Gregory’s performance 
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that stood out. 

‘Fourteen points is a lot for a split 
end,” Brown said. “His blocking was 
something I was really pleased with af- 
ter watching the film. There were sever- 
al long runs that we had on our options 
where Morgan had to really maintain his 
block, and that can turn an 8- to 10-yard 
play into a 20- or 30-yard gain.” 

In Brown’s system, there are five 
different categories in which a player 
can score points for blocking that to the 
casual observer might otherwise go un- 
noticed. 

Point of attack blocks are those that 
are made on the play side and directly 
affect the ball carrier’s yardage at the in- 
itial point of attack. Knockdown points 
are simply that — knocking the defender 
down. Players are also rewarded for ex- 
tra effort for, as Brown puts it, “going 
above and beyond the call to really go 
after somebody.” Finally, blazer points 
are awarded for blocks that lead direct- 
ly to touchdowns. It is also possible to 
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score more than one point on a given 
play, which can make a performance 
even more noteworthy, Case in point — 
Kelly Prater, whose honorable-mention 
merit came on a one-play, three-point 
effort that resulted in the Huskers’ final 
touchdown of the day. 

“Mark Dowse’s touchdown came on 
a counter sweep to the right/’ Brown 
said. “Kelly had to seal the linebacker 
and what he did was knock him down 
right at the point of attack, and that was 
the key to Mark getting into the end 
zone.” 

A 5-7, 185-pound native of Clear- 
water, Neb., Prater was one of six play- 
ers Brown mentioned coming out of the 
Northern Illinois win. In addition to the 
others mentioned above, senior wing- 
back Richard Bell pulled in 13 points 
just behind Gregory. 

“It’s nice to get a little recognition for 
something people don’t often notice,” 
Gregory said. ‘‘But Richard and I have 
a little competition going that’s more 


Of To A \ Smashing Star Start 


like a battle any more because we both 
take a lot of pride in it. Its good to be 
able to get the best of Richard when I 
can. 

The Huskers got the best of the 
Huskies to the tune of 557 yards in to- 
tal offense — including 455 rushing — 
which ranks them second nationally. No 
surprise there, but according to 
Gregory, the methods for getting those 
yards have changed a little this year. 

“We're looking to run more options 
this year, instead of the straight-ahead 
power attack football we had last year,” 
Gregory said. ‘That will improve the 
receivers more. We have to do a little 
more concentrating on our assignments 
when we line up.” 

Gregory knows his assignment and 
what it takes to win, but he admits he’s 
still a receiver at heart. 

“Oh, it would be a lot of fun to be 
able to go out and run pass patterns all 
game long,” he said. **But I understand 


that it’s part of the job of being a 
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receiver at Nebraska. You have to be in- 
volved in every play in order for it to 
work and we played pretty well, so it’s 
pretty hard to argue with the success. 

“And besides, I’m one up on Richard. 
If I can do that, Tl try and win this 
award every week.” 

Not only did Gregory get the best of 
Bell, but he was the only NU receiver 
awarded a “‘stone” point for taking out 
a Huskie defender. 

“It was a draw play where I blocked 
the strong safety,” he recalled. “I don’t 
think he got his check (call) from the 
cornerback. Basically, he was a sitting 
duck.” 

Overall, Brown said he was pleased 
with his group in the opener, noting that 
any mistakes made were ones that can 
be overcome as the seasoning process 
settles in. 

“Tt was a pretty good day for the first 
game of the season,” he said. ‘‘We had 
some opening day jitters that should take 
care of themselves. We did have a few 
fumbles so we want to make sure we do 
a better job of putting the ball away af- 
ter the catch. In terms of blocking, I 
thought we were able to execute pretty 
well and I thought Morgan did an ex- 
cellent job of getting the initial hit and 
then maintaining his position — and he 
did it the entire game.” 


RECEIVER BLOCKING STATS 
vs, NORTHERN ILLINOIS 


Point of attack: Gregory, 9; Turner. 
Washington, 9; Kratzenstein, 8; Bell, 
Bahe, 6; Dowse, 2; Garrett, 2; Leise, 
Hughes, 1; Pleasant, 1; Prater, |. 
Knockdowns: Bell, 4; Turner, 4; 
Gregory, 3; Kratzenstein, 2; Bahe, 1; 
Prater, 1. 

Extra Efforts: Washington, 5: Krat- 
zenstein, 4; Bahe, 3; Bell, 2; Gregory, 
1; Hughes, 1; Turner, 1. 

Stones: Gregory, 1. 

Blazers: Kratzenstein, 2; Hughes, | 
Prater, 1; Washington, 1. 


esi a 


TOTALS 
Tight ends: Kratzenstein, 16; 
Washington, 15; Garrett, 2; Leise, 2. 
Wingbacks: Turner, 14; Bell, 13; 
Hughes, 3; Prater, 3; Dowse, 2. 
Split ends: Gregory, 14; Bahe, 10; 
Pleasant, 1. 


Answers can be found on page 46. 


ACROSS 
1. Full name of Big 8’s westernmost member 
7. 1972 Outland and Lombardi winner 
8. Coach Tom 
11. Current Dallas Cowboy Noonan 
12. NU’s 1988 regular-season loss was at 
13. Former quarterback Turner 
15. Postal abbreviation code for 12 Down 
16. Last year’s quarterback, Steve 
18. Initials of 8 Down 
19. Last name of ‘‘The Sandman” 
20. Former KSU coach Parrish 
21. Former linebacker Marco 
22. Missouri plays at Field. 
25. Former defensive back Jackson 
26. Great former (1938-40) tackle Forrest 
28. Initials of current No. 91 
29. Last name of last year’s No. 47 
30. Hometown of lowa State University 
32. Initials of college in Tempe, Ariz. 
33. Former quarterback Vince 
DOWN 
2. Initials of sophomore fullback Lance 
3. Short for Bob Devaney’s title 
4. Full name of Nebraska's league 
5. Won 1983 Outland and Lombardi Awards 
6. Initials of 1985 OU head coach 
8. Collegiate home of Barry Sanders 
9. NU’s last No. 50 
10. Opposite of work 
12. Sept. 16 foe 
14. Play using cross-blocks or device to catch mice 
17. Antonym of winner 
21. Initials of former linebacker mentor 
23. Opposite of closed 
24. Bowl in New Orleans 
27. City where Orange Bowl is played 
28. TV station in Scottsbluff 
31. Running back —__ Schmidt 


“ONE OF THE 
LARGEST 
WINE SELECTIONS 
IN THE U.S.A.” 


DISCOUNT PRICES ® CASE DISCOUNTS 
FINE LIQUORS & WINES & BEER 
LINCOLN’S HEADQUARTERS FOR KEGS 
YOUR COMPLETE PARTY 
HEADQUARTERS — WEDDINGS 
RECEPTIONS — ETC. — ICE 
GLASSES — SNACKS 

BARTENDER SERVICE AVAILABLE 


“LINCOLN’S LIQUOR 
SUPERMARKET” 
5400 SQ. FT. OF SHOPPING SPACE 


19th & “N” St. 
Plenty Of Off Street Parking 
Shopping Carts - 7 A.M. To 1 A.M. Daily 
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RECRUITING 
By Pat Quinn 


Tight Squeeze on QBs 


he supply and demand ratio of quar- 

terbacks, at all levels, hasn’t changed 
since day one. We checked five differ- 
ent recruiting services. One listed as 
many as 40 college prospects and 
another listed as few as 15. Others had 
numbers in between, and only nine of 
the dozen we've taken a chance on made 
all of the lists. 

When you realize there is a dearth of 
quarterbacks to go around the 28 mem- 
bers of the NFL — and they've had at 
least two college generations of 
prospects to pick from — it’s almost ob- 
scene to say there are enough high 
school prospects to go around for 106 
members of NCAA Division I-A. 

We've tried to categorize the quarter- 
backs in three groups. First, the pass- 
er; second, the option-passer operative; 
and third, the pure athlete. We’ve been 
audacious enough to restrict our total to 
a dozen names covering all three 
categories, then dropped a level and 
tried to sniff out some sleepers. 

Some wil] make it. Some won't. Back 
in the pack, there are always two or 
three who don’t attract the attention of 
the recruiting gurus but come on to be 
very successful college players. These 
services have spent a lot of time com- 
piling this information, and heaven 
knows how much more data the college 
recruiters have on these young men; 
however, it would be fatuous to lend to- 
tal credence to their evaluations. 

Taking the faint-hearted way out, we 
are going to list each category alphabet- 
ically (it gives us more latitude to say 
“T told you so!"’ a couple of years down 
the road) and then tack on the sleepers 
we list in each category. It’s interesting 
to note that many of these young men 
are coached by their fathers, come from 
schools known for producing quarter- 
backs or have brothers or cousins who 
have produced on the collegiate level. 


PASSERS — LEADERS 
Steve Clements, 6-3, 175, 4.8, Hunts- 
ville, Texas: Plays for his father, Joe, 
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who claims, “I love coaching him. I love 
it to death.” It’s easy to see why, as he 
completed 207 of 330 passes (63 per- 
cent) as a junior for a whopping 2,464 
yards and 23 TDs. He’s a southpaw and 
doesn’t own a rifle for an arm but who 
can argue with his numbers? Academi- 
cally set with a 3.5 GPA and 900 SAT 
already on the books. Not overly quick, 
but avoids the pass rush well. 

Cale Gundy, 6-0, 195, 4.65, Midwest 
City, Okla.: One Big Eight assistant 
coach says, “Without doubt, he’s the 
best quarterback prospect in the nation.” 
Former Oklahoma State recruiting coor- 
dinator Gordon Whitener claims, 
“Coming out of high school, he’s in the 
same class as John Elway.” Brother 
Mike is OSU’s record-setting signal 
caller, so the bloodlines are encourag- 
ing. He completed 63 percent of his 
passes last year for 2,704 yards and 21 
TDs. Reportedly, a major league base- 
ball prospect (pitcher), but he had some 


arm problems last spring. OU, OSU and 
Longhorns are going full bore for him. 
Grades are no problem. 

Eric McDowell, 6-3, 190, 4.7, Warn- 
er, Ga.: High school team was 15-0 last 
year taking class 4A state title. His 
figures were 73 of 141 for 1,359 yards 
and 17 TDs, with only two intercep- 
tions. Typical drop-back passer with the 
usual strong arm. He’s already academ- 
ically qualified with a 750 SAT. Report- 
edly, his parents want him to stay close 
to home (Georgia), but there’s a line 
clear to the corner of schools that want 
to have something to say about this. 
Peripheral vision is rated *‘A-plus” by 
two Southeastern Conference assistants. 

Joe Pickens, 6-4, 210, 4.8, Cleveland 
(St. Ignatius), Ohio: His high school 
won a state title, too, when he passed 
for 2,107 yards and 13 TDs. Physically, 
the biggest of the lot, but the word 
“poise” is used most often when 
describing him. Has an unusually strong 


arm and a surprising touch on short 
tosses. Good baseball pitcher, too. Has 
3.1 grades and hasn't shown a preference 
among the hordes of college coaches 
knocking on his door. Had an excellent 
team of talent surrounding him last year, 
but he is obviously the pick of the litter. 

Chris Wienke, 6-4, 205, 4,8, St. Paul 
(Cretin Derham), Minn.: Yes, the 
same high school that produced Dallas 
Cowboy millionaire Steve Walsh. Com- 
pleted an amazing 70 percent of his 
passes last year for 2,397 yards and 13 
TDs. Intangibles aren’t supposed to be 
as good as Walsh, but couples a quick- 
release on the ball with a much stronger 
arm. Also has good touch on short pass- 
es and some believe he’s a better play- 
caller than Walsh. Hit .415 as third base- 
man in baseball. An interesting note, his 
high school coach took a staff job at 
Minnesota this summer, but some think 
that’s just an early edge. 

Michael Wynn, 6-3, 210, 4.6, San 
Fernando, Calif.: Rated in the top eight 
in the entire country by two recruiting 
services. Can run the option, but we're 
looking at an athlete here — he passed 
for 1,685 yards and 25 TDs last year and 
there are those who say he has the hands 
and ability to play tight end or free safe- 
ty. With 25 TD passes, we felt he should 
be listed among the best passing signal 
callers, Nothing official yet, but grades 
are reported not to be a problem. West 
Coast schools and Notre Dame are all 
over him. 


PASSERS — SLEEPERS 

Nat Haston, 6-3, 196, 4.8, West 
Memphis, Ark.: Caught in a dilemma, 
he’s in a state where the only Division 
I-A team favors a running quarterback. 
From a drop-back formation in high 
school, he led his team to a 12-1 record, 
passing for 1,305 yards and 17 TDs. 
Figures aren’t as flashy as others, but 
reportedly used teammates’ talents to ut- 
most. Core grades appear solid and al- 
ready has an 18 on the ACT. He’s 
looking to go out of state and he'll get 
more than his share of chances to do so. 

Brent Scott, 6-4, 188, 4.8, Bristow, 
Okla.: Plays at a smaller school than the 
much more recognized Gundy. Suffered 
from a virus last year, which caused him 
to lose 30 pounds during hospital stay. 


Passed for only 800 yards last year af- 


ter throwing for more than 1.900 yards 
as a sophomore. Healthy and ready to 
go for 1989. This stringbean athlete has 


an unusually strong arm and won’t get | 


anything but bigger. Watch for some 
school to steal a regarded recruit here. 


OPTION PASSERS — LEADERS 

Matt Jones, 6-1, 190, 4.6, Michigan 
City (Rogers), Ind.: Best quarterback 
prospect in Indiana, passing for 1,340 
yards, rushing for 490 lengths and com- 
bining for 22 TDs — these figures in 
brief span of eight games. Four-year 
starter in high school and gets bullseye 
scores when rating his competitive atti- 
tude. One Big Ten assistant claims, “He 
can beat you in so many different ways.” 
Throws well on the run. Everybody has 
contacted him. 

Steve Savoy, 6-2, 184, 4.6, Houston 
(Sterling), Texas: One recruiting serv- 
ice calls him the best QB in Texas, while 
another doesn’t list him in the top 40 na- 
tionally. We tend to go with the former, 
as he passed for 2,463 yards and 31 
TDs. Has eye-popping career stats in a 
very competitive Houston schoolboy 
league. Enough said, he'll get offers 
from more schools than he can consider. 
While GPA is 2.7, there are no test 
scores in the log yet. 

Bobby Stevens, 5-1, 170, 4.4, New 
Orleans (De LaSalle), La.; Ideal op- 
tion operative. Can throw on the run, 
and even if other offensive assets weren’L 
so obvious, he'd be a prospect on speed 
alone. Oddly enough, most Southeast 
coaches want a drop-back thrower, so 
one guru lists his top three choices as 
Nebraska, Tulsa and OU. One high 
school recruiting service has him listed 
as second-best option QB in the nation. 

Mike Thomas, 6-3, 206, 4.6, Rock- 
ingham (Richmond), S.C.: One 
recruiting service calls him second-best 
of any type QB in the nation, while 
another claims he’s the top option man 
around. Despite a broken wrist last year, 
he passed for 1,200 yards and rushed for 
890 more. Punts for average of 43 yards 
and hit .410 in baseball. Biggest draw- 
back, last tally shows he hit only 610 on 
the SAT. If he gets this mark up, then 
he'll have his pick. While speed is good, 
he’s big and strong, which allows him 
to break tackles. 


Financing 
To Fit 
Your Plans 


Whether you're remodeling, adding 
on or ready to buy or build a new 
home, we can design financing that 
fits your needs. 


e Home Financing: 

FHA, VA and Conventional 
e Commercial Real Estate 
* Construction 


* Home Equity 


Call us today 


First COMMERCE 


and check our competitive rates! 
il SAVINGS 
South 


40th & South St. 483-2868 


Downtown 


11th & P St. 474-5331 


East 


66th & O St. 467-4411 


Lincoln, Nebraska 
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__Recruiting 


OPTION PASSERS — SLEEPERS 

Vance Joseph, 6-0, 185, 4.65, Mar- 
rero (Shaw), La.: Yes, younger brother 
of Nebraska backup quarterback Mick- 
ey Joseph. Not quite as fleet as his older 
brother, but owns agile feet and a strong 
and more accurate passing arm. The 
Huskers have the tendency to take lega- 
cies and make the most of them. 

Scott Rich, 6-0, 175, 4.65, Cedar 
Hill, Texas: Rated as No. 2 QB prospect 
in the always talent-rich Dallas area. 
Completed almost 60 percent of his 
passes, although most of the comments 
on his play have to do with his elusive- 
ness on the option. Average size but not 
an average talent. 


PURE ATHLETES — LEADERS 

John Herpin, 6-1, 175, 4.37, 
LaPorte, Texas: That speed has been 
confirmed; he’s state 110 hurdle champ 
in Class 5A. Played defense. From a 
Wishbone he caught 885 yards in pass- 
es and spent some time operating the 
formation, too. Has tremendous verti- 


cal leap and his grades are solid: 860 
SAT and 3.43 overall. The big trouble 
is deciding where he'll play, but he will 
play and it will be at the school of his 
choice. 

Justin McLemore, 6-1, 175, 4.5, 
Waxahachie, Texas: Rated top school- 
boy QB prospect in the Dallas area. 
Coachable young man who played for 
his father. Completed 50 percent of his 
passes and averaged 7.4 yards per car- 
ry. Very strong arm and quick feet. May 
be the best athlete around. Branded a 
winner who can also punt. He was men- 
tioned on all of the lists. 


PURE ATHLETES — SLEEPER 
Leshane Saddler, 5-11, 175, 4.4, 
Waterloo (East), Iowa: Was all-state 
and could’ve been listed in the offensive 
backfield (8.1 yards per carry), defen- 
sive backfield (37 tackles and three in- 
terceptions) or wide receiver. Called the 
best athlete in state of lowa. No report 
on grades yet, but being recruited by Big 
Ten, Big Eight and Pac-l0 schools. 


RUNNING UP THE SCORE 


spiring high school athletes, 
listen up! Despite the emo- 

tional rhetoric and reams of litany 
about the benefits or unfairness of 
the new NCAA academic require- 
ments, many of you will have to 
spend more time hitting the books. 

Not only is it tougher to qualify 
for scholarshipped entrance and 
eligibility to the university of your 
choice than it was a year ago, it’s 
tougher than it was just slightly 
over 45 days ago. Take it from 
Nebraska’s on-campus recruiter 
Dave Gillespie, who spends endless 
hours dredging the catacombs of 
rules and regulations, to say noth- 
ing of the time assembling GPAs, 
plus SAT and ACT scores on 
prospective athletes. 

Without editorializing, Gillespie 
says, “There used to be sliding 
scale requiring a slightly lower ACT 


result if you had a higher GPA in 
high school. That rule no longer 


It’s 6:00 a.m. Do you know 
where your travel agent is? 


Lincoln Tour and Travel’s professional travel consultants are on the job when and where you are. 
Any time from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. you 'II find them at your service in the Lincoln Municipal Airport. 


Our highly trained staff is ready to assist you with all your business travel needs right on the spot of your 
departure or arrival. We take care of everything, down to every last detail, saving you time and money! 
And whether your business travel plans are for 1 or 1,000, you get the same 

personal service business travelers have counted on for over 40 years. 


When your business calls for travel...call Lincoln Tour and Travel. 


Travel with Confidence. 


AIRPORT 
Lincoln Municipal * 474-7111 
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CALL TOLL-FREE IN NEBRASKA: 1-800-742-7334 
CALL TOLL-FREE IN THE U.S.: 1-800-228-4395 


INCOLN 
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exists in Division I-A recruiting. 

“The quickest definition of the 
present rule is a minimum 2.0 
grade average in a minimum of Il 
core courses and either an 18 on 
the ACT or 700 on the SAT.” 

The only members of the 1990 
recruiting class who won't be sub- 
ject to this new rule will be those 
who, before August 1, 1989, passed 
the ACT with the previous mini- 
mum score of 15. Gillespie adds, 
“It’s as simple as that. Those who 
haven't qualified before August 1 
are subject to the new rule.” 

Gillespie, who neither criticized 
nor exalted the tougher ruling, iron- 
ically did his graduate thesis on the 
correlation between good test 
scores and good grades in college. 
He admits, “The research required 
a fairly thorough examination of the 
data at hand and frankly, it wasn’t 
proven that good SAT or ACT 
scores ensured good grades in col- 


Gillespie 


lege. There were so many other 
ponderables, it made it barely 
predictive of academic success. 
Maybe that’s why there’s so much 
debate about it.” 

Whether things continue as writ- 
ten or not, it won’t cut down on the 
immense research Gillespie and 
other members of the Husker staff 
put into establishing academic 
credentials of prospective athletes. 
For instance, the Buckley Amend- 
ment protects the privacy of the 
prospect’s grades; to get the results 
of the student-athlete’s entrance 
scores, the university has to get a 
signed statement from the prospect 
to have his or her SAT or ACT 
scores forwarded to the university 
of the athlete’s choice. 

“Oh, this is all part of it and it 
has to be done,” Gillespie con- 
cludes. ““No, I have no idea when 
or if any of this will have consider- 
able change, either way.” 


FACT. Over half the airline flights in 
this country descend on just 20 airports. 
Which explains why crowds and flight 
delays can be a problem. 


FACT. Scheduling a charter flight can 
offer you over 12,000 very convenient air- 
port alternatives. 

With air charter, you can go straight from 
your car to your plane to your destination. 
You can leave or return anytime you're 
ready. And take along extra support staff or 
equipment at no additional cost. 


CHARTER. It Really Is Smarter. 


To find out more, just call... 


Se aaa 
SMe ne 


ZS QVWATION, INE. 


12916 Millard Airport Plaza ¢e Omaha, Nebraska 68137 


(402) 895-3500 
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Q: In our defensive scheme, why are 
outside linebackers and inside lineback- 
ers rarely interchanged? Is there a clear- 
ly defined difference in the physical 
requirements of each position? It seems 
these players are usually about the same 
size. If, for example, we had an abun- 
dance of inside linebackers, could we 
easily move some of them to outside 
linebacker? Russell Verl, Denver, Colo. 


A: The main reason is that there are 
many different skills involved with each 
of those positions. Your inside lineback- 
ers are usually a little bit bigger and 
stronger, while your outside lineback- 
ers are people who possible have more 
speed. 

But even more importantly, the out- 
side linebackers have different respon- 
sibilities against option-rushing teams, 
different pass-rush responsibilities. On 
the other hand, the inside linebackers 
are not involved in these defensive ad- 
justments. The inside linebackers make 
the defensive calls, while the outside 
linebackers have possibly the most com- 
plicated position to learn on the defense. 


Q: Have you gotten any word from 
Steve Taylor since he went to Canada? 
Have you heard how he’s doing? Also, 
do you think he would someday make 
a good football coach? Dick Stevenson, 
Grand Island, Neb. 


A: I’ve talked to Steve Taylor a cou- 
ple of times since he went up to Cana- 
da, and at that time he seemed to be 
satisfied with the way things were go- 
ing. I don’t think he has played much 
other than the preseason games. And I 
believe that the Edmonton coaches feel 
like they’re going to work with Steve this 
year and try to develop him slowly, al- 
lowing him to learn their system and the 
Canadian game. I think they’re count- 
ing on him pretty heavily a year or two 
down the road to play for them. 

I think Steve would be a fine coach. 
He’s a good person and he relates well 
to young people. I think Steve will do 
well in whatever he chooses to do. 


Q: Are the Huskers going to be OK 
financially throughout this football pro- 


ASK TOM 
oer mats 


bation mess? Have there been any cut- 
backs because of the money lost with the 
Oklahoma schools being on probation? 
Morton Mead, Lincoln, Neb. 


A: I believe that we will lose about 
$500,000 in television revenue this year 
and next year from the Big Eight Con- 
ference, and of course that does hurt us. 
Also, we are in the process of trying to 
pay off the student recreation center 
here on campus, which is costing us 


about $1.2 million a year for the next 
eight years. 

And we have lost all of our state aid, 
which was about a $1 million more than 
what we are now receiving. At the 
present time we receive no student fees. 
We receive no state aid. So we’re total- 
ly dependent on television income, gate 
receipts, concessions and bowl revenue. 
As a result, we feel that for the next two 
or three years we're going to be in a 
rather severe financial crunch unless we 
are able to raise our contributions from 
private donors. 


Q: Can the team do anything of value 
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to prepare for the indoor noise in the 
Metrodome against Minnesota? 1 
remember the 1987 Sugar Bowl against 
LSU being pretty noisy at times in the 
Super Dome. Was it a problem for the 
quarterback to give signals that year 
against LSU because of noise? Glen 
Hubka, O’Neill, Neb. 


A: We always play crowd noise at our 
Thursday practice when we try to simu- 
late a game situation, and we'll proba- 
bly do that again before we play up in 
Minnesota. 


Q: | often hear how players like to 
keep scrapbooks, or that their parents 
or girlfriends will keep one. Do you or 
Nancy keep a scrapbook or photo album 
of football-related things that have hap- 
pened to you. Are you the kind of per- 
son who likes to save keepsakes and 
memorabilia? M.L. Ray, Tucson, 
Ariz. 


A: We really don’t keep a scrapbook. 
We keep a lot of pictures and articles 
around, things that people send us. I’m 
sure those could be put into a scrap- 
book, but we do not at the present time 
keep a scrapbook that relates to football. 


If you have questions for Coach Os- 
borne, address them to ‘‘Ask Tom Os- 
borne,’’ P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 
6850/. 8 
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RELIVE THE GREAT 
MOMENTS OF THE 
1988 SEASON 


Order your Husker 
Commemorative Plaque NOW! 


INCLUDES: 


Color Photographs ¢ Complete Statistics 
Team Roster ¢ Big Eight Results 
Game-By Game Summaries 


This 13x16" wall plaque is the eighth in our series 
and features color, action photos from each of the 12 
Husker games of 1988 and the 1989 Orange Bowl. The 
photos are mounted on a top-grain, walnut board and 
laminated for lasting protection. On the back of each 
plaque you’ll find complete results from each game of 
the 1988 season plus the 1988 Husker team roster, 
A GREAT GIFT IDEA! scores from all games of the Big Eight conference and 

. game-by-game statistics. Each plaque is individually 
numbered and is one of a limited edition. Only 1,000 


Our price is still $39.95 are made each year. We also personalize each plaque 

plus $4.00 for shipping by adding a brass name plate, inscribed according to 

and handling your wishes and mounted on the lower, front center of 
: each plaque. 


YES! | want to place my order for the 1988 Husker Commemorative Wall Plaque! | understand 
« that if not completely satisfied, | may return the plaque and receive a full refund. 


[My Plague: No; —~___* = es 2 a ee 
Cl’ve enclosed my CHECK/MONEY ORDER CO Charge my credit card: 0 VISA (MASTERCARD 
Charge No./Exp. Date 
NAME: 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE & ZIP 

*IF PAST PLAQUES HAVE BEEN PURCHASED. Mail To: HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, NE 68501 


Firsiier helps keep 
Nebraska on its feet. 


Whether you're talking about making contributions 
to the university athletic program or helping recruit new 
business in Nebraska, FirsTer plays an active role. 

As the largest home-based bank holding company in 
Nebraska, Firslier provides support to local communities 
and encourages new business development, both of 
which effect the economic welfare of the entire state. 

And as a major contributor to a variety of university 
foundations and projects, Firser provides ongoing 
support to the university. 

So, while Big Red brings Nebraska fans to their feet, 
Firslier helps keep them there. 


<= 
= Firslier Banks 
Nebraskawide. Nebraska Strong. 


Omaha « Lincoln + Norfolk + Blair 
David City - Fremont + Grand Island » Kearney 


FirsTier Bank, N.A., Omaha/FirsTier Bank, N.A., Lincoln 
The Delay First National Bank & Trust Company/Members FDIC 


